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Editorial 


Climate of hate 

The brutal murder of David Morley has sent shockwaves 
through Britain’s gay community. He was a barman in 
the Admiral Duncan pub in Soho in 1999 when it was 
blown up by the nazi bomber David Copeland. 
Mr Morley — or Cinders as he was affectionately known — 
was instrumental in getting the pub back on its feet 
again. While the precise motives of Mr Morley’s 
assailants remain unclear, what we do know is that it 
was a hate-filled act of incredible violence. 

While most young people frown upon public 
manifestations of racism, it seems that homophobia 
remains one of the last openly acceptable prejudices. 
This is hardly surprising when we see anti-gay prejudice 
fuelled by a music industry that does little to suppress 
homophobic rap lyrics. 

Hate music is something that Searchlight is more than 
familiar with. In the mid 1990s we launched a campaign 
against nazi hate music, which seemed to be one of 
Britain's few remaining successful exports, alongside 
skinheads and football hooligans. Our Shut Down the 
Peddlers of Hate campaign resulted in prosecutions and 
the seizure by the police of thousands of pounds worth 
of CDs and assorted nazi paraphernalia. 

But we were lucky because nazi music was already a 
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fringe phenomenon that had to dupe people into 
producing CDs for them. This was because since the 
1970s, and the Rock Against Racism campaign, artists 
had to make a clear choice, they were either with the 
racists or against them, there was no middle ground. 
Today, all decent people in the music industry need to 
apply the same standards that they would to racism and 
make it clear that they will not promote and facilitate 
the music and concerts of homophobes, whose hateful 
lyrics lead to hate-fuelled violence. 


Goodwill to all 

As we enter the season of goodwill, Searchlight sends 
greetings to all our readers. Whatever else the new year 
brings, there will almost certainly be a general election 
in which we anti-fascists will be campaigning to ensure 
a low vote for the British National Party. The voting 
system for general elections militates against success for 
small parties such as the BNP, which is therefore not 
expecting to win representation. They see this year as a 
chance to solidify their electoral base for the 2006 local 
elections when they could win many more councillors. 
That is being the case, it is clear that our new year’s 
resolution must be to weaken the BNP’s base and burst 
their bubble so that they have little to build upon. 
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A small group of friends organised a candle-lit vigil in memory 
of David Morley, affectionately known as “Cinders”, 
on Friday 5 November at the spot where he was murdered 
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By Steve Silver 


been murdered in what police are treating as a 
homophobic attack. 

David Morley, 37, from Chiswick, west London, died on 
Saturday 30 October after he and a friend were attacked in 
the early hours of the morning. They were returning from 
the Heaven nightclub in Charing Cross when they were 
assaulted near Hungerford Bridge on London’s South Bank. 

Six others, including a woman, were also hurt in a 
series of attacks carried out by a group of youths during a 
15-minute period shortly after 3.00am. 

Mr Morley suffered at least 40 bruises and was taken to 
St Thomas’ Hospital where he died from multiple injuries 
to his head and body. His friend suffered minor injuries. 

Police said that the teenage gang may have been 
targeting clubbers leaving Heaven, a well known gay 
nightclub. Several other victims told police that they 
believed their sexuality was the reason for the attacks. 

Detective Chief Inspector Nick Scola said: “While clearly 
robbery is a motive — as some property was taken — the fact 
remains that victims from two of the three incidents are gay. 
While | cannot be certain that the victims were targeted 
because they are gay, until | know otherwise | am treating 
the attacks as homophobic hate crimes.” 

Mr Morley worked at the Admiral Duncan pub, a popular 
gay venue, in 1999 when a nail bomb killed three and 
injured 73. He escaped with minor burns and helped 
rebuild the pub after the attack, the last of three bombings 
carried out by the nazi activist David Copeland. 

A year after the bombing he described the effect it had 
on him: “A week after we reopened a group of Asian kids 
turned up at the door with a card of support from one of the 
families whose shop had been damaged in the Brick Lane 
bombing. | stood there crying in front of them.” 

Six youths are facing charges relating to the murder 
of Mr Morley. 

Tributes to David Morley and articles relating to the attack 
can be found on www.david-morley.co.uk 


A barman who survived the Soho pub nail bombing has 
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A dedicated anti-fascist 


and good friend 


by Graeme Atkinson, our European Editor 


Stieg Larsson 1954 - 2004 


t was with tremendous shock that we learned of 
the sudden death, from a heart condition, of our 
longtime Swedish correspondent Stieg Larsson 
on 9 November at the still young age of 50. 

Stieg, who was also the chief editor of 
Searchlight’s Swedish sister magazine, Expo, was a 
leading international anti-fascist. He will be terribly 
missed by all who had the unforgettable privilege 
of knowing him, working with him and being one of 
his friends and comrades. 

Stieg managed to pack a vast amount of 
experience into his all-too-short 50 years, 
beginning with his poor upbringing in the forests of 
northern Sweden. His horizons were unlimited and, 
after enthusiastically doing military service, he 
travelled widely in Africa, witnessing bloody civil 
war in Eritrea at first hand. 

On his return to Sweden, he took up his 
profession of journalism, working as a news 
journalist, feature writer and brilliant graphics 
artist for the Swedish news agency TT. To his work 
he brought a razor sharp mind, and covered every 
major world news story as it broke and unfolded for 
almost two decades. His artistic abilities extended 
into the realms of painting and layout. 

At the same time as working for TT, and with the 
greatest conviction, he put his talents at the disposal 
of the anti-fascist movement, again as a writer and 
illustrator but most notably as a researcher whose 
knowledge of the Swedish and international far right 
could only be described as encyclopaedic. 

This expertise he constantly made available 
to the growing international anti-fascist network. 
His journalistic output for the network of anti- 
fascist publications, especially Searchlight for 
which he has written since the early 1980s, was 
huge, always guided by an acute news sense and a 
talent for separating disinformation from fact to 
get to the bottom of a situation. 

Stieg Larsson was unique and his contribution to 
the anti-fascist movement, the left and the cause 
of a better, more humanistic and more egalitarian 
society was inestimable. He never abandoned the 
boundless optimism, hopes and ideas that first led 
him to engage in political activity. 

He was the incarnation of internationalism with a 
record that was unmatched, whether it was his 
work in solidarity with Vietnam, his support for the 
Grenadian Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, whose 
socialist government was so cruelly destroyed by 
infighting, murder and US invasion, or his later 
life’s work of energetically combating racism, 
antisemitism, fascism and discrimination of all 
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kinds, especially against women. 

The seriousness of the issues he dealt with never 
caused him to lose his ability to smile or to bury the 
sense of humour and warmth that fired his endless 
collection of hilarious stories and anecdotes. It is 
hard to imagine that he will never again sit with us 
and share them. 

A shy person, Stieg never lost his modesty nor his 
capacity to recognise good in others. The time he 
always had for other people — often accompanied by 
the invitation “let’s meet over a cup of coffee and 
talk about this” - made him a much loved person. 

Stieg made big financial and health sacrifices for 
the anti-fascist cause, to which he gave everything 
and asked for almost nothing in return. For him it 
was results which led to a better world that made 
his sacrifices worthwhile. 

His greatest rewards he saw as his summer trips 
to the north of Sweden, the beautiful days when he 
and his family, went sailing or rested at their rented 
summer house in the Stockholm Archipelago, the 
hours he spent in the bookshops of London when the 
chance afforded, and a late-night glass of malt 
whisky after a hard day’s work. 

It is an alarming irony that Stieg was taken from 
us just as he achieved his greatest ambitions: the 
consolidation of Expo and the development of its 
staff, and the publication of his crime novels - he 
had just signed a major contract to have a series of 
novels published. Those who read them will see 
Stieg’s integrity, fearlessness and sense of justice 
in his young heroine, Lisbeth Salander, though her 
ways of putting things right are a far cry from 
Stieg’s thoughtful and gentle manner. 

Stieg’s advice to those he leaves behind might well 
have been that of his famous fellow Swede Joe Hill: 
“Don’t mourn, organise!” though with the added down- 
to-earth injunction: “but have some fun doing so!” 

Our thoughts are with his family, whose support, 
advice, companionship and sometimes criticism 
were always so vital to him, and we extend our 
deepest sympathy to our comrades in Expo at this 
very dark and painful moment. 

Farewell, Stieg, and Salud! 











BNP fails in bid to ban 
halal meat in 
Calderdale schools 


an attempt to ban halal meat from local 
schools and other council property. 

The move was made by Adrian Marsden, a former 
organiser of the nazi terror group Combat 18, but 
was rejected by other councillors, who accused 
Marsden of trying to stir up racial tension. 

Mohammed Najib (Lab, Park) called Councillor 
Marsden’s ideas “ridiculous”. 

His proposal fell at the very first hurdle when 
councillors voted against even noting his report. 
People protesting against Marsden’s move packed 
Halifax Town Hall for the health committee meeting. 

Helen Rivron (Lab, Ovenden) said the BNP’s 
wording would “only hinder informed debate”. 
She added: “I believe the matter has only been 
raised to promote misunderstanding and mistrust 
rather than promote informed debate”. 


T= BNP councillors in Calderdale have failed in 


RATTLED 


Many anti-fascist groups received a three-page letter 
about Searchlight’s Nick Lowles written by the 
Glasgow nazi Steve Cartwright. The letter records 
Cartwright’s meeting with Lowles in 1998 before going 
on to make a litany of nonsense allegations. 

Cartwright felt compelled to put pen to paper in 
response to a serious of exposés of Scotland BNP by 
the Daily Record. Cartwright was furious and Lowles 
seems to have borne the brunt of his anger because 
he was extensively quoted in the articles. Cartwright’s 
mood soured further when he found himself on the 
end of a verbal tongue-lashing from close family 
members. 

Cartwright obviously suffers from a selective 
memory. Yes, Lowles did meet Cartwright in 1998 
but what Cartwright omits to mention was the three 
pages of notes he hurriedly scribbled down and 
handed over. 

The Scottish nazi, who acted as a personal 
bodyguard for Griffin during the European elections, 
is no stranger to talking to journalists. Many BNP 
members might be surprised to learn of his regular 
contact with a Glasgow-based Herald reporter. 

Scotland BNP has been preoccupied for several 
months by the notion that there is a Searchlight mole 
in its ranks. In May the News of the World received a 
video of Scottish BNP members, including the party's 
deputy chairman Scott McLean, giving Nazi salutes 
and singing racist songs at a Halloween party last year. 
More recently, the Daily Record quoted from internal 
organisers’ correspondence. 

While Scotland BNP is obsessed with a mole hunt it 
is putting on a different face publicly. In the latest 
British Nationalist bulletin, Kenny Smith pours scorn 
on the Daily Record articles and the idea that there is 








DEMOTED 


BIRMINGHAM BNP ORGANISER Robert Purcell has 
been removed from his position as editor of British 
Nationalist, the party’s internal members’ bulletin. 

Purcell has been producing the newsletter for 
the past year but has now been replaced by Kenny 
Smith from Scotland. The BNP claims that the 
move is intended to allow Purcell to devote more 
time to the increasingly important West Midlands 
region but Searchlight understands that he was 
considered just not up to the job. 

“The newsletter came out erratically,” one 
insider told Searchlight. “It was also thought that 
he was not putting in the work into the 
Birmingham branch which he organises.” 

Kenny Smith is one of the party’s rising stars. 
He adds British Nationalist to his growing party 
portfolio. He is the secretary and regional press 
officer of Scotland BNP, and runs the party’s lotto 
and its Paypal operation. 

However, Smith is no party moderate. He once 
sickened neighbours on his native Lewis by waving 
a swastika flag on Hitler's birthday. 








ae 





a mole within the Scottish party. 

Searchlight will never confirm or deny a mole but all 
we can say to Cartwright is that he'll be reading a lot 
more about himself in forthcoming issues. 


Deputy BNP"lead 
Scott McLean gives 
Nazi salute 





Steve Cartwright, 
in white, guards 
Griffin and Le Pen 
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GENERAL ELI ECTION. 


what role anti-fascists? 


by Nick Lowles 


he British National Party plans to contest 100 
seats in the next general election. In all but a 
handful of them the BNP will be looking just 
to save its deposit. As a result it would be easy 
to dismiss the BNP as a factor in the election 
campaign, but this would be an erroneous position. 

Barring some unforeseen crisis the BNP will not 
win a parliamentary seat, a fact that even its leaders 
accept. But victory is not the reason why the BNP will 
be standing and it is because of its real underlying 
agenda that the BNP cannot be ignored. 

A hundred candidates will qualify the BNP for a 
five-minute party political broadcast, a free mail shot 
to six million voters and enormous local publicity. 
This in turn will bring the party thousands of new 
enquiries and hundreds, if not thousands, of 
new members. It will also ensure tens of thousands 
of future voters. 

The BNP received 8,000 enquiries as a result of the 
European election campaign. While only a minority 
actually joined up it still represented the single 
biggest recruitment exercise in the party's history. 
And what is more important is that as the 
BNP membership grows, so too does the quality of 
its new recruits and therefore of its future organisers 
and activists. 

The BNP’s decision to stand so many candidates 
in the general election is essential to its election 
strategy for 2006, the next major round of local 
elections. Above all, it is an attempt to develop a 
loyal voting base of supporters who vote for the BNP 
out of preference rather than in protest against 
another party. 

“They view themselves as ‘BNP’ just as much as 
they or their parents once considered themselves 
‘Labour’ or ‘Conservatives’,” wrote Nick Griffin 
recently. Skipping any election, however big or small, 
would risk breaking the bond the BNP is beginning to 
form with its core supporters. 

The BNP is prioritising those parliamentary 
constituencies where it presently has councillors or 
expects to win in the 2006 local elections. These 
account for about three-quarters of the seats it 
intends to contest. 

It is also looking at areas where it did surprisingly 
well in the European elections but where it has little 
organisational base on the ground. This is especially 
the case in the East Midlands where the BNP polled 
6.4% across the region, with little if any campaigning, 
and despite the 26% polled by the UK Independence 
Party. The BNP achieved some good results on the 
Notts-Derby border, where racism has long been 
strong and where the nazi skinhead scene has 
been centred for several years. But the BNP also did 
well in other areas, such the 9.6% it polled in South 
Derbyshire and the 8.8% it polled in Boston, where 
there has been little BNP presence. 
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The free mailing of election leaflets will allow the BNP 
to run a remote campaign in the more rural parts of the 
East Midlands and Yorkshire in the hope of picking up 
recruits who the party hopes will eventually become 
activists and organisers. 

The vast majority of BNP candidates will be in Labour 
constituencies, an indication of where the fascists’ 
support is beginning to emerge and solidify. Searchlight 
has long argued that traditional Conservative voters 
have been the first to switch to the BNP in local 
elections, largely as a means to keep Labour out or as an 
anti-Asian protest, but this vote is soft and returns to 
the Conservative Party or goes elsewhere in national 
elections. The BNP support among traditional Labour 
voters is firmer and is an indication that sections of the 
working class are breaking with their traditional 
loyalties. These voters tend to be less embarrassed by 
the overt racism of the BNP while finding its anti- 
capitalist rhetoric appealing. It is also clear that many 
BNP voters, especially the young, have never voted 
for another party in their lives or have not done so for 
many years. 

The remaining dozen or so BNP candidates will be 
in seats held by right-wing Conservatives that are 
very vulnerable to the Liberal Democrats. The BNP 
still considers that the main obstacle to its future growth 
is the continued existence of the Conservative 
Party and its “phoney nationalism” which 
buys off voters in times of crisis. 






The BNP believes that another poor election will further 
demoralise and divide the Tories and force them back 
into the political centre. The BNP will then emerge as 
the country’s only right-wing party. 

By targeting right-wing Tories, who are unlikely to be 
challenged by the UKIP because of their anti-EU 
credentials, the BNP will increase the likelihood of the 
Liberal Democrats capturing their seats, which will 
reduce the right-wing block within the Conservative 
party after the election. 

While the BNP will look to develop its base in every 
ward where it believes it has a chance of winning in 
2006, each region has been instructed to place 
particular emphasis on its top constituency. This will 
include a regional effort to canvass as much of the 
constituency as possible, something that the BNP’s 
election supremos, Tony Lecomber and Eddy Butler, 
believe is essential if the BNP is to turn popular support 
in its heartlands into council victories. Both men have 
been highly critical of the failure of most BNP branches 
to carry out any systematic canvassing in their target 
wards and believe that this was the principle reason for 
the party’s failure to make significant gains in the June 
local elections. 

“Our campaign workers will find it impossible to get in 
touch with our voters because without having 
canvassed, we do not know who they are,” Tony 
Lecomber wrote recently. “As a result, we will not be able 
to focus the extra energy that we would like on these 
voters and thereby maximise our vote.” 

Among the chosen constituencies are Burnley, 
Keighley, Stoke South, Broxbourne and Dagenham. Not 
only does the BNP expect a high general election vote in 
each of these constituencies, it also believes that it will 
challenge for control of several wards in 2006. 








Challenging traditional wisdom 

It has been established thinking among the major 
parties that the BNP support is a soft protest vote 
largely confined to local elections. Dominant wisdom 
has always concluded that the bulk of BNP voters 
would switch back to a major political party in a 
national (read “important”) election. 

This is a complacent and erroneous view. While early 
research did show that a high proportion of the BNP 
vote was a “protest” against the main parties, the more 
people vote for the BNP the greater does such voting 
becoming normalised behaviour. 

“There are whole swathes of voters who have 
never voted in the past but have now voted for the BNP 
in three consecutive elections,” says Terry McKay 
of Kirklees Trades Council. “They are now hardened 
BNP voters.” 

This is also clearly apparent in Burnley. Despite an 
appalling year of political fortunes, which saw the loss of 
two of its councillors, a damaging internal feud and a 
lacklustre, even non-existent, election campaign, the 
BNP still polled 25% in the seats it contested and 16.7% 
across the authority in the European election. 

So if there is a real danger that the BNP vote is 
beginning to harden in its core areas what should anti- 
fascists do in the general election, especially in those 
areas where the BNP has little chance of making a big 
political impact? 

Many in the main political parties will argue that 
the BNP should be ignored, especially in those 
constituencies where it poses no threat. Conversely, 
some anti-fascists will chase the BNP around every- 
where it appears. 

Both approaches are wrong, politically dangerous, 
counter-productive or simply a wasteful use of 
resources. 

The most fundamental premise is that the BNP 
cannot be ignored, especially in those wards where it 
poses a potential threat in the 2006 local elections. 
We must remember that the fascists’ strategy is to use 
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BNP at 
an election 
count 


the general election as a building block for the 2006 local 
elections, as a means of entrenching themselves further 
into their target communities and hardening their loyal 
voter base. 

Our campaign must also be geared to the 2006 
elections. Outside the BNP’s top target constituencies it 
is of secondary importance whether the BNP gets 3.9% 
or 3.2% in a constituency or 6.1% or 5.4%. That is not the 
measure of a successful campaign for us. 

Our campaign priority must be to limit the BNP voter 
loyalty base while developing our own anti-BNP loyalty 
base in the very wards where the BNP poses a threat in 
2006. It is pointless spending our time and effort turning 
out the anti-BNP vote among voters who will have no say 
in 2006. It may bring short-term gain, in that the BNP 
vote might be reduced by 0.1%, but it is absolutely no use 
for the real battle we will face in 18 months. Worse still, 
the BNP will be given a free run in its crucial target wards. 

The general election must become just one element in 
our 2006 campaign. We need to use the time available to 
conduct a proper community campaign. This is not an 
easy or glamorous task but one that is crucial if we are to 
reduce the BNP threat in the long term. 

The effectiveness of running a “BNP is Nazi” 
campaign, with shocking photos of concentration 
camps and images of Adolf Hitler, lessens with each 
election. We need to beat the BNP politically and to do 
that we need a grassroots strategy based firmly in the 
very communities for which the BNP is competing. 

Today’s BNP needs to be linked to extremism and 
more importantly so do its local branches and council 
candidates. To do this we need good local intelligence. 

Anti-fascists must first identify the key target wards 
within a constituency chosen by the BNP. These wards 
must become the central focus of our campaign even if 
it means, as it definitely will, that large parts of the 
constituency are ignored. 

Once the ward has been identified it needs to be 
profiled. What are the local issues that most affect people? 
These are not always the issues we think are important or 
would like people to think are important. Most of the time 
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they involve matters such as anti-social behaviour, crime 
or a specific local service. We need to develop strategies 
that neutralise these as potential BNP issues. 

We then need to identify the movers and shakers 
within the ward. Who, locally, is respected and does not 
like the BNP? It is far better that such people are seen 
at the forefront of the campaign than outside activists 
who are often viewed with suspicion and deemed 
patronising. 

It is only when we have accomplished these three 
tasks that we can begin campaigning. And campaigning 
means more localised leaflets and newsletters and more 
importantly talking to people. Research demonstrates 
clearly that leaflets are becoming less effective and the 
challenge for anti-fascist groups is to find ways to 
engage with local people. 

We must never lose sight of our priority, which is 
building an anti-BNP base for the 2006 elections. It is 
easy to get sidetracked by BNP activity but we need to 
keep to our agenda. By the end of the general election 
campaign we want to be known in our target wards and, 
more importantly, be accepted and trusted. 

If we can achieve this then we can proudly say that we 
have had a good and productive general election 
campaign. 








Six constituencies to watch — 


There are a few constituencies in which the BNP poses a more serious threat. 
Even if the BNP is unlikely to win it could finish up with several second places. 
Here Searchlight reviews the main threats. 


BURNLEY 


Despite an appalling past 12 months the BNP still 
has six councillors in Burnley and polled 16.7% in 
the European election. It will be hoping to attract 
some of the UKIP’s 11% and is likely to benefit 
from a local candidate compared to Labour’s Kitty 
Usher, who was until recently a ministerial adviser. 
Burnley is likely to be a three-way contest between 
Labour, the Liberal Democrats and the BNP. 


KEIGHLEY 


Keighley has been beset with racial problems for 
several years and the BNP has been quick to 
exploit the alleged abduction of young white girls 
by Asian gangsters. The BNP won two councillors 
in the town in June and more recently a town 
councillor with over 50% of the vote. 


DEWSBURY 


The BNP took 12.4% in the European election 
across Kirklees but in Dewsbury, a long-time 
BNP stronghold, its vote was nearer 20%. 

The BNP will seek to make political capital out 
of the decision of both Labour and the 
Conservatives to field candidates of Asian 
ethnic origin. Labour’s candidate is Shahid 
Malik, the high-profile Labour NEC member from 
Burnley, an outspoken critic of the BNP. 


OTHER CONSTITUENCIES TO WATCH 


STOKE-ON-TRENT SOUTH 


The BNP took 15.3% of the vote in the European 
election across Stoke-on-Trent, with support 
concentrated in the south of the city. The BNP 
has two councillors in Longton North and 
regularly polls 25-30% in neighbouring wards. 
The BNP will be helped by the retirement of the 
sitting Labour MP and Labour’s failure, so far, 
to select a candidate. 


DAGENHAM 


The BNP polled 4.99% in the last general 
election despite not having a branch in the 
area. Since then the BNP polled 14.8% across 
the borough of Barking and Dagenham in the 
European election, with more than 20% in eight 
wards. More recently, the BNP has polled over 
30% in two council by-elections. 


HALIFAX 


The BNP has three councillors in this 
constituency and has developed a strong loyal 
voting base. In 2003 the party polled 28% in the 
wards it contested. This year it polled 27%. 

The BNP will be helped by the retirement of the 
popular Labour MP Alice Mahon, a Labour Party 
riven by factionalism and a three-way split with 
the Conservatives. 


Oldham West & Royton, Pendle, Bradford South, Batley & Spen, West Bromwich West, Dudley North, 


Barking, Hornchurch. 















because this simply does not happen. 









What is community campaigning? 


Searchlight regularly uses the term “community campaigning” but what does it actually mean? 

Community campaigning is a bottom-up approach to political campaigning. It is an attempt to develop a localised 
response to a political problem, in this case the BNP. We believe that only limited results, at best, can be achieved by 
entering an area from the outside with national leaflets about national issues. At worst, such campaigning is seen as 
patronising, irrelevant and exploitative and can easily be counter-productive. 

Instead, we believe that the only real answer to the BNP is to build opposition within the communities that are being 
targeted. That means finding local people to be involved centrally in the campaign. Not only will they know the area and 
issues better than political outsiders but they will instantly be more respected by other local people. 

Community campaigning has to involve localised leaflets rather than nationally produced ones. Each area has different 
issues worrying residents and these can only be addressed by local leaflets written and designed to suit their target 
audience. Sometimes this means different leaflets for different parts of the same estate. It also means going out and 
engaging with local people. It certainly does not mean holding city centre rallies and expecting people to come to you 





Above all, community campaigning means attempting to defeat the BNP politically. Simply name-calling and demonising 
the BNP has little or no effect in areas where the BNP has established a base. We need to get inside a community, 
to expose the BNP’s lies and broken promises and help people find alternative means to address their concerns. 
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News from the 


BNP 
organiser 
Peter Eaton 
joins the 
other BNP in 
Basildon: the 
British Nazi 
Party, alias 
the 
November 
9th Society 








front line 





Matthew Collins and Gerry Gable report from Essex 


asildon and Canvey Island British National 
Party activists have become involved in a huge 
row, not with their anti-fascist opponents but 
among themselves. 

This part of Essex and outer east London have become 
important target areas for the BNP since its council by- 
election victory in the London borough of Barking and 
Dagenham in September and votes of over 30% in two 
other recent ward by-elections in the borough. 

The row centres on the appointment of Peter Eaton as 
the BNP organiser for Basildon and Canvey Island. 
The move, by a leading member of the party, appears to 
have given the lie to the BNP’s claim to have turned its 
back on national socialism. 

What has upset some members is a picture of Eaton 
on the website of the outright nazi and nutty November 
9th Society, which also goes by the name of the British 
National Socialist Party, with what was probably the 
group’s entire membership of eight on a recent visit to 
Basildon. It is a very tasteful photograph featuring 
members giving Nazi salutes behind a Union Jack with a 
Roman nine at its centre. 

David King, who came third in a by-election in 
Basildon in September with 19% of the vote in a ward 
the party had hoped to win, places most of the blame for 
this disastrous appointment on Tony “Mad Bomber” 
Lecomber, the party’s grandiosely titled National 
Development Officer and Regulator. At the same time 
King is telling all who will listen that ultimately he holds 
the party leader Nick Griffin responsible for this latest 
self-inflicted damage to the party. 
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Back in Dagenham the BNP is daring to set its sights 
on victory in the general election. In 2001 the BNP 
narrowly failed to save its deposit with just under 5% of 
the vote but the party is now buoyed up by votes of over 
20% in several wards in the London Assembly election. 
Even so the BNP will find it very hard to shift the huge 
majority of the constituency’s popular Labour MP Jon 
Cruddas, though a good second place would put the 
party in a strong position for 2006 when all the council 
seats will be up for election. The BNP can also be 
expected to contest any more council by-elections that 
come along in Barking and Dagenham. 

To this end the BNP has sent Richard Barnbrook, the 
party’s London regional organiser, to double up as the 
Barking and Dagenham organiser. Barnbrook, who 
currently lives at the south London home of the BNP 
activist Barry Roberts, will give up his organisational role 
in south London to build up his profile as the party’s 
Parliamentary candidate in Dagenham. He will still retain 
his overall London-wide role. 

Class appears to be the crucial factor in the new-style 
BNP and Barnbrook, who appears to go under a number 
of different aliases, has the prerequisite cut-glass accent. 
What the overwhelmingly working class population of 
Dagenham will make of this man with many names but 
only one suit is anybody’s guess. 

In the adjoining borough of Havering Graham 
Williamson, a one-time close associate of Griffin in his 
National Front Political Soldier days in the late 1980s, is 
starting to expand his community politics type activities 
beyond his local Elm Park residents outfit. He has 
now got his feet, minus the jackboots on this occasion, 
firmly under the table of the Adamsgate Action Group. 
The self-effacing old fascist claims just to be part of a 
wider team in a letter to Private Eye, in which he appears 
to think that John Cryer, the left-wing Labour MP for 
Hornchurch, is on side with him in the group’s 
campaign to turn a stretch of local water into a marina. 
In the letter he claims that he has moved on from the NF 
and is now a member of Third Way which “has no 
sympathy with fascist ideology at all”. 

Cryer told Searchlight that he thought the local 
businessmen and women who populate this group 
were using Williamson as a spokesperson for them. 
Cryer would of course not wish to touch Williamson 
and his Third Way comrades with a barge poll in or out 
of the marina. 

Williamson is not without friends and allies who jump 
to his support to deny that he has any fascist links. 
The same issue of Private Eye contains a letter from 
Jeannie Trueman from London SW7, who objects to 


Private Eye's description of Third Way as crypto-fascist. 
Could this be the same Ms Trueman who was listed as a 
cadre trainee in the Political Soldier wing of the NE 
Trueman stood for the Third Way in Hornchurch in the 
1997 general election gaining a handful of votes and did 
little better in the 1998 local elections when she and 
Williamson tried their luck in Havering. 

Another close comrade of Williamson is Dave Durrant, 
more than a little well known in the NF in its heyday and 
was the Third Way’s candidate in Hornchurch in the last 
general election. 

Anyone who still has doubts about Williamson's true 
politics could try asking Patrick Harrington, the man 
who popped over to Tripoli with his old bosom 
buddy Griffin to try and raise a few quid from Colonel 
Gadaffi when they were political soldiering together. 
Harrington is also a senior member of the small but 
nasty Third Way outfit. 

Perhaps Williamson is trying to emulate the success of 
two more former Political Soldiers, Phil Andrews and 
Brent Cheetham, who have become borough and parish 
councillors in Middlesex and Hertfordshire respectively 
after reinventing themselves as community politicos. 
Cheetham stood for the Third Way in the 1997 general 
election polling even fewer votes than Trueman. 

Another man who does not want to be left on the 
sidelines is Ian Anderson, the most lacklustre person 
the NF ever managed to appoint to its top job during 
its descent from national political party to a place of 
honour on the roll of failed far-right groups. 

Two months ago the poor soul turned up in Epping as 
the key activist in the Epping Community Group. 
Anderson has been living in the town for the past five 
years and feels the community needs this failed former 
student of Pembroke College, Oxford. To give him his 
due, he did return for a second stab at getting a degree 
after he dropped out suffering from emotional problems 
when an affair of the heart went bottom up for him. 

Never best liked by his fellow fascists, Anderson was 
much maligned in a booklet called Attempted Murder 
written by Griffin in 1988, which attacked him over his 
alleged mismanagement of the NF’s affairs. It also 
slagged off Martin Wingfield, another fascist, who is 
today the editor of Griffin’s monthly rag The Voice of 
Freedom and one of Griffin’s best mates. 

When it came to a real attempted murder Anderson 
had a very narrow escape when a Political Soldier 
detonated a bomb under his car outside his home 
in Newham. 

Later Anderson used his skills as a printer to set up a 
print shop that serviced the old NF in its dying days and 
his new party the National Democrats, as well as 
printing material for Newham Labour Party. 

When he moved out of the shed in his back garden 
that was the hub of his printing empire to improved 
premises out in Barking and Dagenham, he took with 
him several thousand pounds left to the NF in a bequest. 
While this was s not illegal, it certainly did not endear 
him to his fellow party members. 

Matthew Collins, Searchlight’s mole in the NE 
observed all these goings on from close at hand, as he 
was at the time a full-time employee of the rapidly 
vanishing old NE Collins was succeeded by the thuggish 
Terry Blackham, who went on to lose Anderson's 
confidence after he was sent to prison for attempted 
gun running to loyalist paramilitaries. 

Anderson then took up with a gentleman in the 
Midlands who was later revealed to be an agent of 
the British security services. Blackham is now the 





national organiser for the rump organisation that still 
carries the name NE 

Now, according to a report in the Epping Forest 
Guardian, Anderson is very keen to come clean about 
his fascist past and talks about it all being over 10 or 12 
years ago. 

Audrey Wheeler, a former mayor of Epping, was keen 
to praise his honesty to the press and he doubtless made 
a good impression upon the nearly 100 people who 
turned up for the launch of his new initiative. 

However while he may be good at counting money, 
he seems to have more difficulty with counting the 
years he has been away from Britain's nazis and fascists. 
We make it only six years since Searchlight last rained 
on his parade. 

Anderson had jumped on an anti-paedophile 
bandwagon in 1998 which was run by a woman from 
Barking and Dagenham. Anderson, said woman and a 
couple of his old mates went off to Downing Street to 
deliver a protest letter. They were joined there by around 
30 other people who included several notorious BNP 
parliamentary candidates, some hardline — 
BNP activists and at least one member TK DDY 
of the British Ku Klux Klan. 


Guardian that he would not touch the 
BNP’s three Epping councillors with a barge 


Foppish and 
thuggish: 

lan Anderson 
(left) in his 
National 
Front days 
with friend 


Bringing up 
baby: how 
Williamson 
portrayed 
himself to his 
young child in 
his Political 
Soldier days 


6, 


or 
Anderson told the Epping ree C—O) 


pole. One must ask why he has recently 
revamped his newspaper, The Flag, which he 
previously published in support of the NE 
Is he expecting to go somewhere politically? 

What Anderson has done is to bring down 
the anger of his former comrades in the NE, 
who now say they will contest local elections 
in the Epping area, which will be detrimental 
to him, the BNP and local voters. 

Finally, we cannot leave Essex without 
saying how pleased we were to hear that an 
invitation to Councillor Pat Richardson, 
one of the BNP’s three representatives on 
Epping Forest District Council, to address 
women students at Newnham College, 
Cambridge evaporated once news of her 
impending arrival reached students and the 
college authorities. 
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BNP trails in last in 
Cheshire by-election 


THE BNP PICKED UP a mere 81 votes in a council 
by-election in Ellesmere Port on 11 November despite 
bussing in activists from as far away as Burnley and 
Chester to help in the campaign. 

The low turnout of just 18% might have been expected 
to favour David Joines as the BNP had canvassed the 
Stanlow and Wolverham ward extensively and delivered 
leaflets to all houses. 

Earlier in the campaign he had told the Liverpool 
Daily Post, “We have already seen a lot of support for our 
party in this area and are feeling confident about the 
upcoming by-election”. 

The TUC mounted a massive campaign to stop the 
BNP winning a council seat in the borough. Unlike the 
BNP, the anti-fascist campaign was a local broad- 
based affair. 

John Wilson held the seat comfortably for Labour with 
over 60% of the vote. 

The BNP website usually ignores poor results but this 
time claimed, with a large pinch of wishful thinking, 
“the result shows that with further work the BNP could 
make significant progress”. 

A more realistic assessment came from a local anti- 
fascist organiser who told Searchlight that the BNP was 
shocked at being beaten by Tories, who have hardly any 
presence in Ellesmere Port. The BNP did so badly that it 
“could have been beaten by donkeys’, he said. 

Although the BNP had not previously contested 
this ward, Joines had stood in another Ellesmere Port 
by-election in July, in which he came third. 


eijing turkey 


THE BNP WAS LEFT with egg all over its face when 
its website editor was forced to apologise to the 
managers of Milton Keynes’ main shopping mall for 
accusing them of erecting a giant replica mosque to act 
as a Santa’s grotto. 

Steve Blake was unaware that the grotto was a replica 
of Brighton Pavillion, which features in the Snowman 
story, the theme of the mall’s Christmas attraction. 
“Several calls and emails from irate and concerned 
BNP supporters” made him aware of the error of his 
ways and he promptly withdrew the offending article 
from the website. 

The Brighton Pavilion was rebuilt between 1815 and 
1821 under the direction of the architect John Nash in a 
mixture of classical and Indian styles. It is not easily 
mistaken for a mosque. 

According to complaining BNP members, one would 
think Blake has got enough problems on his plate 
without blunders like this. First he gets exposed as a 
hardline hater in the Scottish Daily Record three months 
ago, then the BNP website went down for several days. 
Finally the promised all-singing and dancing revamped 
website launched in early November has become a butt 
of humour and disgust among BNP members since its 
appearance. 

Maybe Blake is spending too much time playing 
around with Chinese webservers these days to do his 
job properly. 


Council bans 
NF march in Scotland 


A NATIONAL FRONT march that was due to take 
place on Sunday 28 November has been banned by 
Aberdeen City Council. 

The march would have taken place two days 
before St Andrew’s Day. Two other organisations, 
Aberdeen Trades Council and the Scottish Patriots, 
an anti-English organisation, had also intended to 


march on that day causing fears that there would 
be street disturbances. 

Local organisations were delighted at the 
council’s decision to ban the NF from marching. 
Bill Knight, the 84-year-old president of Grampian 
Senior Citizens’ Forum, believes that pressure on 
the council from the unions, pensioners and other 
local organisations forced the council to see sense. 
At a meeting in Aberdeen Trades Council’s social 
club before the ban, he reportedly said, “We must 
close Broad Street [the march route] and we are not 
going to move - not even to let buses past”. 

After the ban was announced Mr Knight told 
Searchlight, “I have no doubt that it was the mass 
action of local people that prevented the fascists 
from marching in Aberdeen”. 

Dave MacDonald, the NF Scottish organiser who 
applied for the march, has since complained to the 
Royal Mail that NF post has been tampered with. 
The skinhead came to this conclusion after posting 
items to himself that never arrived. 


Ellesmere Port results 11 November 2004 
Candidate Party 
John Wilson Labour 
Hilary Chrusciezl Lib Dem 
_ Nicholas Hebson Conservative 
_ David Joines BNP 
_ Turnout 18.1% | 











Meanwhile, MacDonald found himself on the 
NF Scottish wrong side of the law when he was arrested in 
organiser mid-November after he and a friend racially abused 
Dave a couple in the town centre in the early hours of 
MacDonald the morning. 
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Affiliate to Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 
@ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 
@ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 


@ Special rates on training and educational 
materials. 





Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Union 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 




















Position 
Address 
Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) 
Email 





Affiliation rates per year: 

Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 
members £75; 50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000- 
500,000 members £150; more than 500,000 members 
£200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG w Tel 020 7681 8660 

Fax 020 7681 8650 m email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Standing up 
against fascism 


National Unions affiliated to TUFS 


@ Accord @ FBU @ NUT 

m@ ANSA @ IUHS @ POA 

H@ AMICUS @ GMB @ PFA 

@ ASLEF m@ GPMU m@ PCS 

m@ AMO mg MU T&G 

@ BFAWU m@ NAPO Mm TSSA 
@ BECTU @ NATFHE @ UNIFI 
m@ CWU @ NASUWT_ & UCATT 
m CYWU g@ NUM m@ USDAW 


@ Connect BH RMT @ UNISON 


Make sure your branch/region/national union 
is affiliated to TUFS and actively works 
against the fascists. 

For more information e-mail 
tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 








NEVER DOUBT THAT A SMALL GROUP OF THOUGHTFUL, 
COMMITTED CITIZENS CAN CHANGE THE WORLD. 


MARGARET MEAD 





When Joseph Rowntree started his Charitable Trust a 

hundred years ago, he envisaged a world of greater justice 

and peace. We are celebrating this centenary by searching 

for six people to carry the vision forward. Do you know 

one of them ? Visionaries by the end of 
Are you one? 

We want people who share our values, who believe that 

they can make the world - or part of it - more just and 

more peaceful: six visionaries who are convinced that 


change is possible. 





Do you have a vision? Do you have a great idea and 


+ . y M 
greater determination? Do you have the skills and talent a 
to make your vision a reality? ; 
If you can convince us that you are one of the six we are Fs “ , 
looking for, we will free you for five years to achieve Wadd. Ko rF ‘wy 
your ambition. This means a salary, continuing support 


and the minimum of interference - and your vision will Vi S | ( YN A R | I S 


shape a better world. FORA JUS 








Visionaries for a Just and Peaceful World 


The Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust has a reputation for being 
ahead of its time; it is a radical Trust which backs radical 
projects — many of which subsequently move into the 
mainstream. To mark the centenary, the Trust has looked at the 
life and legacy of Joseph Rowntree and has decided to look for 
six people who, like the Founder, also have the knack of turning 
their vision into world-changing reality. 


Finding six exceptional people is a challenging task but an exciting 
one. One challenge is to ensure that any potential Visionary 
knows about the scheme and readers are encouraged to think of 
anyone they feel may have the right combination of qualities. The 
potential Visionaries may not think of themselves as exceptional 
people but is it very likely that other people view them that way. 


They will need to possess an unusual set of qualities and skills 
to move from dreaming the dream of a better world to creating 
the reality. Among these qualities will be:- 


having a ‘vision’ of how the world or their corner of it can 
become more just, more peaceful 
) being able to back this up with a strategy and a plan 
having leadership qualities 
» able to resource the idea through to a demonstrable reality 
» being creative, inspiring 
» also being a sustainer — to keep the energy going for 5 years 
not being bound by what has been done before 
having a track record of success in making projects work 


The Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust is looking for big ideas 
that address the key themes of Justice and Peace. 


Once selected, these six Visionaries for a Just and Peaceful 
World will be freed for five years to achieve their ambition. This 
means a reasonable salary, continuing support and the 
minimum of interference. 


And the rest of us get a world made more peaceful and more 
just by the enactment of their visions. 


For more information, please see www.jrct-visionaries.org.uk 
or write to the JRCT at The Garden House, Water End, 
York, YO3O 6WQ. 

The application form is available on the website (or from the 
Trust’s office) from the middle of December until the end of 
February 2005. It is hoped that the Visionaries will be appointed 
by the end of May 2005. 
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Book Review 


Burnley BNP 
councillors 
in 2003 








HOW WAS IT DONE? 
The rise of Burnley BNP, the inside story 
by Steven Smith 





Reviewed by Jason Hunter, 
lifelong Burnley resident and 
trade unionist 


Burnley BNP at a crossroads 

This book charts the rise of Burnley British National 
Party, yet emerges when they are in turmoil. Localised 
campaigning by anti-fascists defeated them in two by- 
elections and halved their vote across the town. 
Displaced as the official opposition, they retracted into 
unexplained silence. From meetings of over 100 they are 
down to 30 activists, most of whom do very little practical 
work. Their councillors, once notorious for breaking the 
mould of British politics, are now renowned for 
ineffectiveness. Yet whether they decline further or 
continue the upward march is in all our hands. 
Steven Smith skims or provides alibis for this year of 
failure, but claims the credit for them having got as far as 
they have. His words therefore merit close examination. 


No second chance to make a first impression 

A constant theme is his bitter rivalry with Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, and the national party whom he blames 
for derailing their “meteoric” progress. Smith’s first 
impression of Griffin was that he is “both thoroughly 
shallow but also extremely ruthless - but only to the 
extent of looking after himself. ... Subsequent events have 
proven my initial assessment of this man to be more than 
100% accurate.” He continues throughout his book to 
attack the party leadership as unhelpful, disruptive and 
ultimately treacherous. Griffin is described as an “expert 
in taking credit for the work of others” who “smirks at his 
audience” whilst lacking “a tradition of nationalist self 
sacrifice” and puts his opposition to John Tyndall and 
self-advancement before the good of the party. 
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Anti-fascists can learn from this 

Indeed, Tyndall, Smith’s preferred leader, not Griffin 
introduces the book by saying, “it should be read by all”. 
It is certainly important reading for anti-fascists. 
(Borrow the book, don’t pay £6 to buy it! It’s not that 
important!) It exposes from the inside the very real 
limits and weaknesses of the Burnley and national BNP. 
Yet it so dwells on its hero, Smith himself, that it would 
read better if written by someone else. 

The book follows Smith’s gradual marginalisation by 
the national leadership. A particular controversy 
centred on the party’s loss of the Hapton by-election 
by 11 votes in June 2003. Smith believes the national 
party “wasted valuable time and energy ... canvassing 
before other essentials were done”. The national party 
“left Burnley out to dry and denied us help when we 
most needed it”. The outcome of such controversies will 
determine the BNP approach in future. 


From nowhere to somewhere 

The book charts the “lift-off” in Burnley of a party that 
nationally was going nowhere. Burnley offered an 
example that, if repeated, would enable the BNP, 
so crippled by “navel gazing and internal conflict”, to go 
mainstream elsewhere. Smith, who joined the BNP in 
1997, is an ex-Conservative who chained himself to the 
town hall railings in 1993 over the twinning of Burnley 
with a town in Pakistan. Without the mental shackles of 
longstanding BNP members, he robustly insisted on 
being left to his own devices. His success aroused the 
“envy” of the national party, “a cardinal sin” being one of 
his more quaint descriptions of Griffin’s treachery, and 
this envy lead to trouble. 


You can’t write a song that has never been sung 
Most of the honest tactics he describes are familiar 
to anti-fascists in other parties. Leafleting for hours in 
all weathers, campaigning on local issues and sheer 
hard work has been grist to our mill for many years. 
Our continuation and resumption of such methods 
largely explains the BNP’s current difficulties. 
The travesty is that in the age of spin and media-centred 
politics, national politicians thought for a while that 
they could do without this activity. Thus Smith 
identified a vacuum left by the patience of the labour 
movement with the new government, and the 
discredited Tories. The BNP stepped into the breach. 

This has its parallel in history. Hitler, when an 
unemployed artist in Vienna, 
watched in disgust and awe the 
labour movement’s activities in 
the early 1900s, which he later 
copied to win power and deprive 
them of freedom. Indeed, the 
BNP’s posing as being anti- 
establishment, including the 
notion of challenging bad laws, 
is entirely stolen from the left 
and perhaps explained their 
early, if now flagging, appeal 
more than any expectation of 
what they would do. Their failure 
to make any impact on the 
council is excused by Smith as 
avoiding proverbial clangers and 
simply stirring things up by 
being there, rather than a fear of 
exposing their incompetence or 
extremism. 


Innovations 

Smith’s unique innovations include the normalisation of 
the party by displaying its banners where thousands 
could see them, day after day. This included a highly 
visible 6ft x 4ft “A-board” placed regularly in a trailer at 
busy road junctions at peak times, a massive BNP 
banner on a chimney overlooking the town centre and 
Smith walking up and down the centre of busy dual 
carriageways with sandwich boards. Each included a 
simple slogan aimed at subliminally making disaffected 
voters more comfortable with the previously 
unthinkable idea of voting BNP, for example “Save your 
country, vote British National Party at the election’. 
Indeed, he admits that everything achieved was done 
by a handful of committed people, both a warning but 
also an inspiration to anti-fascists in terms of the 
struggles to come. 


Not all goes well 

He also gradually built up a database of over 1,000 
supporters by ensuring every leaflet invited responses to 
a local PO Box. It worked well, at least until the national 
party refused to meet the growing cost of contacting 
new people, to his utter disbelief. Yet it let him down 
badly twice. The first time he frankly admits and defends 
forging signatures for election nomination forms, 
resulting in six weeks in jail. He assumed the people on 
his list of supporters wouldn't mind. Twelve at least quite 
clearly did as they denounced him to the police. 
Secondly, he seeks to excuse the selection as a council 
election candidate of his nephew, the now notoriously 
violent Luke Smith, on the grounds that 1,500 letters 
inviting the alleged cream of party supporters to stand 
were unheeded. Luke apparently paid the price because 
more mature BNP backers are not prepared to put their 
personal lives second to the great cause. 


Fascist politics 

Smith clearly favours more hardline fascists such as 
Tyndall and Mark Cotterill, who would have preferred to 
live in Nazi Germany than in Burnley today. While his 
racism is clear from the remark, “the truth of our 
message is rooted in the natural order, i.e. that 
everything has its place and that like attracts like; 
bluebirds fly with bluebirds, for example,” don’t imagine 
his hatred is reserved for immigrants and the far left. 
He describes Burnley Labour council as “hard-line 
communists” and views all politicians as treacherous 
race traitors. 

He says, “if ever there was a case for taking up 
the sword and resisting these evil people” this is it. 
Yet he presents his extremist views subtly or defensively, 
focussing on emotive issues that do strike a chord such 
as the murder of children by paedophiles, even animal 
rights. People who respond are added to the database. 
They are then sent copies of the BNP propaganda 
sheet ludicrously but cleverly named Freedom and 
other material. 


Inaccuracies 

The book misses no chance to paint its hero and 
colleagues favourably, mostly from personal 
impressions of Smith himself. Yet testable events 
demonstrate flights of fancy. Smith states that when 
BBC’s Question Time came to Burnley, BNP candidate 
Patricia Thompson rendered Roy Hattersley speechless 
by her intervention. The footage shows clearly that 
Mr Hattersley firmly rebutted her, as did other speakers. 
A number of anti-fascists are referred to in the book and 





they might do well to borrow it and check his comments 
about them. Dishonesty against opponents is a 
recurring theme he talks about with pride, such as 
acquiring a church room for BNP meetings under the 
Burnley Astronomical Society, justified as “they are 
fighting God’s corner”. But our tactics need to focus on 
their utter irrelevance to local problems. Simple moral 
denunciation has been turned by Smith into media 
opportunities. 


Postscript: Burnley insulted 

The book opens with the claim that the BNP brought 
notoriety to a town previously known only for winning 
the Football League in 1961 and the FA Cup in 1914. 
As well as insulting the continuing widespread appeal of 
the Clarets, the Burnley FC supporters’ club, Smith, 
despite his love for all things historical, omits Burnley's 
role in the Industrial Revolution, when our products 
were known and sold worldwide. Modern global 
prosperity — mobile phones, fancy cars, videos etc — 
would have been impossible without the earthshaking 
changes that took place in places such as Burnley and 
many locals are still proud of this. Yet Smith emerges as 
aman born out of his time, who hates the modern world 
and its progress. 

The very name Burnley must upset him with its 
meaning of a field (Lea) by a river (the Brun), effectively 
a few farmhouses, a church and a pub. Virtually all 
Burnley dwellers are therefore descended from migrants 
and Burnley culture is, and always has been, constantly 
developing. Yet a highly solitary individual, who 
describes as the happiest week of his life one spent 
in a monastery after the 2002 elections, is perhaps in 
his mind somewhere else. Perhaps his general 
disharmony with the way things are explains the 
bitterness that has driven him to achievements which 
we ignore at our peril, yet are reversible if we show the 
same single-mindedness. 





the fight 
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he impact o 
rotocols o 


the Elders 
of Zion 


By our Austrian correspondent, Karl Pfeifer 


fter the Second World War, the former Higher SS 

and Police leader in Central Russia, Erich von 

dem Bach-Zelewski, made the following 

tatement: “I am the only living witness but I 
must speak the truth. Contrary to the opinion of the 
National Socialists that the Jews were a highly organised 
group, the appalling fact was that they had no 
organisation whatsoever .... It gives the lie to the old 
slogan that the Jews are conspiring to dominate the 
world and that they are so highly organised. ... If they 
had some sort of organisation, these people could have 
been saved by the millions, but instead they were taken 
completely by surprise.” 

The lack of congruence between the still active myth 
of the so-called world Jewish conspiracy and the 
realities of the situation has never been better expressed 
than by this leading SS officer. So how can an utterly 
fraudulent document that served as a pretext and 
rationale for antisemitism in the 20th century still be 
given credence in the 21st? 

An international conference, “The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion — The One Hundred Year Myth and Its 
Impact”, held at Tel Aviv University in October tried to 
answer this and other questions. 

The Protocols of the Elders of Zion purports to be a 
report of a series of 24 (in some versions 27) meetings 
held in Basel, Switzerland, in 1897 at the time of the first 
Zionist congress. There Jews and Freemasons allegedly 
made plans to disrupt Christian civilisation and install a 
world state under their joint rule. Liberalism and 
socialism were to be the means of subverting 
Christendom and, if subversion failed, all the capitals of 
Europe were to be sabotaged. 

The Protocols were first printed in Russia in 
abbreviated form in 1903 in the newspaper Znamia 
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(Banner) and subsequently (1905) as an addendum to a 
religious tract by Serge Nilus, a Tsarist civil servant. 
The text was duly translated into German, French, 
English, and other European languages and soon 
became a classic of antisemitic literature. 

After the First World War, the Protocols were embraced 
avidly by those embittered by the German-Austro- 
Hungarian defeat, serving as a code about “the Jews’. 
The book performed the double function of proof of the 
existential falseness of “the Jews” and a weapon against 
them, namely as an indelible stereotype, with the 
supposed character of an irrefutable insight, founded on 
the mere existence of the text. 

The spurious character of the Protocols was first 
revealed in 1921 by Philip Graves of The Times, who 
demonstrated their obvious resemblance to a satire by 
the French, lawyer Maurice Joly on Napoleon III 
published in 1864. 

Wolfgang Benz of the Berlin Centre for Research on 
Antisemitism said in his Tel Aviv lecture titled “Hate and 
Absurdity: The Impact of the Protocols”: “The Protocols 
are the reference document per se for antisemitism 
worldwide. No other text has had as great an impact 
as this work of evil about a supposed Jewish world 
conspiracy, simply because the public wanted to believe 
the pithy explanation of how the world works. 
The murderers of the German Foreign Minister 
Walter Rathenau knew the story and believed their 
victim to be ‘one of the 300 elders of Zion’. 

“That was 1922. After the Nazis seized power, the 
Protocols were included in the official curriculum of 
German schools, in line with a decree issued by the 
Reich Minister for Science and National Education on 
13 October 1934. Whether they were genuine or forged 
was irrelevant to the antisemites for, given the 


propaganda effect the Protocols achieved, such an issue 
was for them secondary. The arguments and proofs 
used to disclose that the pamphlet was indeed a forgery 
had long been an integral element in _ their 
dissemination. With methods that the deniers of 
Auschwitz would then later apply - paranoid fantasy 
and a refusal to accept reality — the conspiracy theory 
elaborated in the Protocols was continually reinforced 
with new conspiratorial fantasies. 

“Refutations were useless from the very start. Indeed, 
they contributed to the public success of the forgery 
because they generated publicity and seemed to 
confirm the notion that ‘where there’s smoke there's fire’. 
This first became evident in the dissemination of the 
Protocols in Great Britain when, in July 1920, they were 
published by the Tory newspaper The Morning Post, and 
a book edition followed in the same year.” 

Most timely was the session “The Middle East and the 
Arab World”, which opened with a lecture by Esther 
Webman of Tel Aviv University on “The Adoption of the 
Protocols in Arab anti-Israel Discourse”. 

Since 1927, when they were first translated into 
Arabic, the Protocols have been used in anti-Jewish 
propaganda in the Arab world to substantiate bogus 
claims that there is a “Jewish plot to take over the world”. 
Many shapers of Arab public opinion cite the forgery to 
show how the malicious plans of the Jews, as set out in 
the Protocols, are now coming to fruition. In this 
schema, the Jews are accused of using devious methods 
for accomplishing their goal of controlling the economy 
and the media, corrupting morals and encouraging 
international and internal conflict. 

The Protocols have been reprinted several times 
recently in Egypt. In a preface to one of the new editions, 
the publisher claims that Jews had destroyed or hidden 
all the copies and that only a daring operation by the 
Egyptian security services managed to recover a lone 
copy suitable for reproduction. 

The use of the Protocols in the Arab media became a 
worldwide subject for discussion during Ramadan in 
2002 with the screening of the epic Egyptian television 
series Rider without a Horse throughout the Arab world 
over a six-week period. The film director Muhammad 
Subhi had based the drama on the Protocols. 
Announcing the broadcast, the Egyptian weekly Rose al- 
Yusuf reported on 23 November 2001 that Subhi had 
“revealed” that the Jews had begun the conquest of the 
United States 150 years ago and to date had 
implemented 19 of the 24 protocols. 

The series purports to tell the history of 
the family of the hero, Hafiz Najib, a 
journalist and activist in the Arab national 


the history of the Middle Fast and of ad PROTOCOLS} 


nationalism, and resistance to Ottoman 
and British rule from the middle of the 19th 
century up to the establishment of the State 
of Israel. 

The subplot, which took up several 
segments of the drama, alluded to the 
Protocols. A group of stereotypically 
Orthodox Jews is depicted discussing 
the establishment of a Jewish state with 
British help and conniving to prevent the 
publication of the copy of the Protocols that 
was allegedly smuggled into Egypt. 

Hafiz insists on finding the “copy” and 
establishing whether the Protocols are true, 


i , : — 
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efforts. Eventually he locates it and orders its translation 
into Arabic. The resort to such sophistry not only 
undermines any possible Arab-Israeli reconciliation, 
but also exacerbates the conflict by aiming to 
delegitimise the Jewish state and dehumanise the Jews. 

When the Protocols are mentioned in the Arab media, 
they are referred to as unquestionably authentic. 
There are many Arab writers who are well aware that 
the Protocols are a forgery. However most, though not 
all, continue to make use of them because, they argue, 
“jt does not matter whether they are fact or fiction; their 
‘predictions’ have largely come true”. 

In an article published by the Palestinian newspaper 
Al-Ayyam on 28 March 2000, the Lebanese journalist, 
Ghassan Tueni, admitted that the Protocols were a 
forgery but declared “that what is happening in the 
world today is exactly what world Jewry planned ... 
[I refer] to the conspiracy to take over the world and to 
plunder it; to the deeds [of world Jewry] everywhere, and 
to the financial, political, and military status [world 
Jewry] has attained. This in addition to their attempt to 
destroy everything that others hold sacred.” 

At the same time there are some quite prominent 
figures in the Arab world who openly protest at the 
acceptance of such antisemitic agitation, among them 
Dr Sadeq Jalal al-Azm and President Mubarak’s adviser, 
Osama al-Baz. 

In searching for answers to why the Protocols have 
exerted such a long, sustained and deadly influence, the 
“insight” that it is an absurd construct born of hate is of 
little help. The absurdity of the conspiracy myth is not 
an objection but indeed one of the ingredients ensuring 
its effect. 

Ideologues and demagogues have always exploited 
this. Whether it be the tsarist secret police, the Nazis, 
Islamist agitators — for whom the legend of world Jewish 
conspiracy is welcome ammunition in their struggle 
against Israel — or anti-American agitators in Japan who 
want to explain capitalism, all use the mythical image of 
Jewish striving for world hegemony. 

Antisemites using the Protocols of the Elders of Zion 
build up a paranoiac system later to be attacked. 
They consciously or unconsciously reckon with a 
paranoiac attitude in their audience, a kind of 
persecution mania, which craves the confirmation of its 
fears. Knowing that they can get hold of their followers 
only by satisfying this craving, they cut the imagery to fit 
their psychological desires. 
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FRANCE 


Far right exploits Turkish 
accession to EU debate 


From From Esbé for Reflexes and 
Antifa-Net in Paris 


FRENCH POLITICAL LIFE has been dominated recently by 
debate about whether there should be a referendum on 
Turkish membership of the European Union (EU). 

Although refusal of Turkish accession might be 
justified on human rights or economic grounds, the 
current debate has centred more on hostility to any 
perceived penetration of Christian territory by Islam. 
President Jacques Chirac has promised a referendum 
but not for at least ten years. Meanwhile extreme-right 
organisations are hoping to continue their xenophobic 
and Islamophobic campaigns using Turkish entry to the 
EU as a hook. 

A survey carried out in mid-October revealed 
public opinion’s peculiarly hostile view towards Turkey. 
Three quarters of French people are against Turkish EU 
membership, with opposition rising to 83.7% among 
pensioners. Like the far right, pensioners are motivated 
mainly by fear of Islam and a loss of Europe’s Christian 
identity. 

The extreme right can only be delighted by this state 
of affairs because, since the European elections in June, 
it has been using the issue of Turkey and the EU to stoke 
up fear of Islam. After years of venting anti-immigrant 
rage, the extreme right has now found an entire country 
that it can stigmatise as the fictitious spearhead of an 
underhand invasion aimed at Islamising “white”, 
“Christian” Europe. 

None of this is really new. The Voice of the French — 
Rebirth 95 (VdF), an organisation that agitates for “a 
resolution of our problems of immigration in conformity 
with the will of the French people and under morally and 
humanly irreproachable conditions” was founded as long 
ago as 1993 and used its extensive list of contacts to 
create an anti-immigration lobby in France. Chaired by 
Count Henry de Lesquen, the VdF has campaigned 
vigorously against Turkish entry to the EU for the past 
two years, with barrages of leaflets, petitions and letters 
to MPs and other elected representatives. De Lesquen 
was a founder member of the Club de I’Horloge (Clock 
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Club), which has functioned as a meeting place for the 
leading personalities of the right and the right-wing 
extremist Front National (FN). 

The essence of the VdF’s case is that Turkey is an 
historical enemy of Europe and a demographic and 
religious danger. De Lesquen also hates Arabs so much 
that he has even irritated the FN official Farid Smahi, 
whose parents came from Algeria. 

The VdF’s influence is, however, limited. Although the 
VdF has been praised for “breaking the wall of silence” 
on the issue, the opening of broad public debate on 
Turkish accession cannot be attributed to it. 

More prominent in the media is the so-called 
“sovereigntist” Philippe de Villiers, one of the first to 
campaign against Turkey in the name of the “defence 
of Christendom”. He fought this year’s European 
elections on the theme of “No to Turkey in Europe”, a 
slogan that he absurdly tried to patent at the National 
Institute of the Intellectual Property. He got he got 
8% of the vote. 

Bruno Mégret’s Mouvement National Republican 
(MNR) has been very hostile to Turkish entry to the EU 
for well over a year. But it has been more discreet and, 
even if it wants a referendum to take place quickly, has 
not really planned a campaign on the issue. Instead, 
it prefers to rant about “the Islamisation of France” in 
the firm belief that this more closely reflects the 
concerns of MNR sympathisers ... if there are any left. 
This discretion is probably due to the party being in its 
death agony as a result of its massive financial problems 
and loss of members. 

Further to the right, Jeunesses Identitaires, which has 
a few hundred members, has launched its own anti- 
Turkish campaign and was due to demonstrate outside 
the Turkish consulate in Lyon on 14 November. 

Finally there is of course the FN, which claims to be 
the “only political movement really hostile” to 
acceptance of Turkey into the EU. How can the FN stand 
out as different from its many competitors? The answer 
is simple: the party will tie its campaign against Turkey to 
a broader offensive against the EU, especially on the 
issue of the European Constitution. Although others such 
as de Villiers have also done this, the FN has gone much 
further by linking the issue to its anti-Chirac presidential 
campaign for 2007. 

The FN’s campaign against Turkish accession stems 
primarily from its national agenda. At the same time as 
playing on the protectionist and xenophobic impulses of 
its supporters, the FN aims to present itself and its 
ageing leader, Jean-Marie Le Pen, as the only alternative 
to a policy that it claims the government is presenting as 
inescapable and has put together surreptitiously. 

The FN claims to be the party “of the people”. It can 
only be delighted by, and benefit from, opinion polls that 
seem to indicate growing acceptance of the FN’s racist 
ideas and the fear of foreigners, especially Muslims, that 
the party generates. 





LANDS 
Ss murder 
ist violence 














Immaker 





NE THE 





les 


aad 
aS) 
then 
us 
wale 
= 
te 
e 
wy 


SD) 
<< 
oO 
es 
at 
= 
[= 
® 
2 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa 


and an Islamic school bombed on the weekend 
following the murder of the controversial Dutch 
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the Netherlands”, Amsterdam’s mayor Job Cohen and 
Ahmet Aboutaleb, the city’s councillor for integration. 

Hirsi Ali is one of the politicians who stood up after 
Fortuyn’s demise to try, in their words, to “democratise” 
Islam in the Netherlands. She is under heavy police 
guard in a safe house after receiving numerous death 
threats. Aboutaleb has also been moved to a safe house. 
Van Gogh always refused protection, although he too 
was regularly threatened on the internet. 

Van Gogh made films about migrant youngsters who 
lose track of society, become criminal and then try to 
become “resocialised”. He also made a much- 
appreciated television series about a relationship 
between a Moroccan boy and a Dutch girl that was 
shown two years ago on public television. 

His latest film, 0605, dealt with the murder of Pim 
Fortuyn, whom he saw as an inspiration and a partner in 
his defence of freedom of speech and his fight against 
what he termed “backward Islamic culture”. 0605 will be 
broadcast in December. 

On the evening of van Gogh’s murder, over 20,000 
people gathered in central Amsterdam at the request of 
his family and Mr Cohen for a loud protest in defence of 
freedom of speech. Cohen, himself a past victim of van 
Gogh's verbal thrusts, spoke alongside Rita Verdonk, 
Minister for Integration and Refugee Policy, warning 
Islamic extremists, “this is far enough’. Meanwhile in 
The Hague, 35 ultra-rightist youths were arrested at the 
railway station, on their way to a “protest” 
demonstration, called by the fascist New National Party. 

Right-wingers and fascists will of course try hard to 
profit from the inflamed atmosphere of Islamophobia, 
racism, revenge and threats. However only 40 people 
turned up to a meeting in Amsterdam the day after van 
Gogh's killing, organised by the “Platform for freedom of 
speech”, a rag-bag of right-wing websites, Fortuynistas 
and NieuwRechts supporters. 

Friends of van Gogh firmly distanced themselves 
from the meeting, claiming that van Gogh “would have 
been very upset about this action’. Two days later, 
however, 40 members of the fascist Nationale Alliantie 
demonstrated In Rotterdam. 

In the days following the murder, Geert Wilders, who 
split from the right-wing liberal democratic VVD, 
launched his plan for an anti-Islamic party and overtook 
the VVD in the opinion polls. He has since been 
threatened and moved to a safe house. Three people 
were arrested after a call to behead him appeared on a 
website. At the end of October, a 23-year-old Dutch 
Moroccan was sentenced to nine months’ imprisonment 
for threatening Hirsi Ali on the same website. 

Gerrit Zalm, the Deputy Prime Minister, has called for 
“war against Islamic extremists”, a move that is likely to 
generate fear and paranoia and could prompt attacks on 
Islamic people and property. The VVD’s leader, Jozias 
van Aartsen, meanwhile claims that the Netherlands has 
not had to face an enemy like this “since 1940”. 

This kind of exaggerated rhetoric is fuelling extremism 
on both sides and is grossly irresponsible. On the weekend 
of 6-7 November, numerous mosques were targeted for 
arson attacks and an Islamic school in Eindhoven was 
bombed. Nobody was injured but some of the attacks 
caused severe damage and shock. The school had suffered 
attacks before, in 2003 and 2004. Five racist youngsters 
were arrested and convicted for the first attack. 

In some towns young people were arrested for 
undisclosed reasons. In Rotterdam leaflets were found 
depicting Muslims as pigs and in the south a mosque 
was daubed with swastikas and white power symbols. 
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On 8 November, two churches were attacked, possibly 
out of revenge. One of the churches had also been 
damaged in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks 
of 11 September 2001. Several hundred Muslims 
demonstrated in The Hague under the slogan, 
“No bullets but words” and there were Muslim 
demonstrations against violence in other towns. 

The following day, while commemorations of the 
Nazis’ Kristallnacht anti-Jewish pogrom of 1938 took 
place in Breda and Hoorn, a Muslim school in the small 
town of Uden near Eindhoven was burned to the 
ground. Graffiti reading “R I P van Gogh” and the White 
Power symbol were left. Local white racist youths have 
been blamed but no arrests made. In the days that 
followed, churches in Rotterdam, Huizen and Boxmeer 
and mosques in Heerenveen and Noordwijk were 
attacked though there was no serious damage. 

In Uden, 6,000 people rallied to denounce the burning 
of the school. Later 500 people formed a human chain 
around the school in Eindhoven that was bombed. 
In total some 20 attacks on mosques and churches 
have been reported. The police claim to have made 
numerous arrests but have not revealed any details of 
the political motives of the perpetrators. Civilians, both 
Muslim and non-Muslim, and police are now guarding 
mosques, Islamic schools and churches across the 
Netherlands. 

On the night of 10 November, police from a special 
counter-terrorist unit failed in an attempt to arrest two 
people in an anti-terrorist operation. Four officers were 
wounded when a hand grenade was hurled at them. 
A siege in the middle of The Hague followed and the 
police had to mobilise up to 500 officers including 
snipers and evacuate most of the people living in the 
area. Police eventually managed to arrest both suspects 
after shooting and wounding one. 

On the same day in a less publicised operation four 
people were arrested in Amsterdam and one in 
Amersfoort. The Justice Department revealed later that 
they were suspected of plotting to kill Hirsi Ali and Wilders. 

Sergej Moleveld, chairman of the List Pim Fortuyn 
(LPF), made a pathetic attention-seeking move by 
sending a death threat to the former LPF leader Mat 
Herben and himself in the name of an Islamic group. 
This act, for which he was arrested, has probably 
finished the LPE 

Another deeply worrying matter is the tidal wave of 
venom on the internet, where thousands of messages 
supporting Islamic terrorism compete with even greater 
numbers of violent threats to the Muslim population in 
the Netherlands. 

Some sites for condolences to van Gogh's family have 
had to close because of the deluge of racist comments. 
Most of the poison is aimed at the Moroccan 
community and Muslims but ultra right-wing sites 
blame the “left church”, as Fortuyn called everything to 
the left of the liberals, for “pampering” migrants and 
being too soft on multi-ethnic issues. 

All the calls for defence of free speech as the core of 
democracy will be useless if these reactionary 
prejudices and emotions are allowed to win. Respect, 
tolerance and mutual understanding are equally core 
aspects of democracy and have to be defended by the 
authorities and by society as a whole. 

At the same time, it is clear that an ultra-reactionary, 
fundamentalist, antisemitic, homophobic movement of 
violent Islamic extremists, who operate internationally 
and claim their “right to make war” for religion, has 
arrived in force on Dutch soil. 


Uitra-right 
band barred 
from Israel 


From Jeroen Bosch in Utrecht 
for Alert! and Antifa-Net 


THE AUSTRIAN ULTRA-RIGHT “industrial” band Der 
Blutharsch has been forced to cancel a performance in 
Tel Aviv, Israel, following widespread protests and 
demands from members of the Israeli parliament, the 
Knesset, for a ban. 

Israeli MP Yossi Sarid told the Jerusalem Post: “It is 
clear why Der Blutharsch wants to perform in Israel. 
They want to be legitimate, have an ‘Israeli passport’ and 
then become persona grata everywhere else. Against 
their critics they can then say ‘Who are you to call us 
fascists? The survivors of the Holocaust invited us.’” 

This is not the first time a performance by the band 
has been banned. A gig in Clausnitz in Germany was 
cancelled in March 2003 and another in Chicago 
was called off in December 2003 after protests 
organised by Searchlight supporters and Antifa-Net 
members in the USA. 

On 28 September, the band played a gig attended by 
right-wing extremists at the LVC music centre in the Dutch 
city of Leiden. Anti-Fascist Action and the Leiden-based 
anti-racist organisation Fabel van de illegaal (The myth of 
illegality) had asked the centre to call off the concert but 
the LVC refused, citing “artistic freedom”. 

Der Blutharsch, whose members invariably perform 
in black clothing and military belts, openly flirts with 
nazi occultism. Its founder, Albin Julius, is a keen 
supporter of the Austrian right-wing extremist, Jorg 
Haider. “Haider makes stands the government should 
have taken earlier”, he told a Greek dark wave magazine. 
In another interview, with the German “Gothic” magazine 
Black, he expressed his hope that Europe would consist 
again of “national states” and that there would be 
“finally a halt to migration”. 

Julius is often assisted musically by Douglas Pearce of 
the British far-right band, Death in June. The band’s 
name is a reference to the Night of the Long Knives in 
June 1934 when the SS murdered much of the 
leadership of the brown-shirted Sturmabteilung (SA), 
who Hitler feared were plotting against him. Despite this, 
Death in June uses an SS Death’s Head symbol as its 
logo and its members frequently dress up in SS uniform. 

Death in June was the first right-wing band to perform 
in Croatia at a time when the civil war in the Balkans was 
raging and Pearce and the band spent time hanging 
around the headquarters of the fascist HOS militia. 
In interviews with various dark wave magazines, they 





have voiced approval for the pogroms against Roma and 
refugees in Germany in the early 1990s. 

Another musician who performs for Der Blutharsch 
from time to time is Boyd Rice. He too parades regularly 
in SS uniform and is a good friend of Bob Heick, leader 
of the US nazi American Front. The two posed together 
in fascist uniform in the late 1980s - a photograph that 
appears on several websites. Rice believes in “Social 
Darwinism”, the idea that the doctrine of the survival 
of the fittest should apply in society, and is a member of 
the Church of Satan’s exclusive “Council of Nine”. 

Der Blutharsch concerts are also sometimes assisted 
by lan Read, a former member of Death in June. On the 
Death in June CD “Brown Book”, Read sang the 
infamous Nazi Horst Wessel song, which is outlawed 
Germany. During the 1980s, he was involved in far-right 
circles in the UK, notably the Odinist Rune Gild. He also 
founded the bands Sol Invictus (Black Sun) and Fire + 
Ice, and became a member of the British nazi crank 
David Myatt’s Order of the Nine Angles. 

Dutch extreme-right magazines, such as the Nationale 
Beweging’s (National Movement) Nieuwe Bezems 





Julius Albin, 
founder of 
Der 
Blutharsch, 
seems to 
have trouble 
keeping his 
right arm 
down while 
standing 
between two 
swastikas 


Searchlight December 2004 23 











Searchlight December 2004 24 


(New Brooms), accurately describe Der Blutharsch as 
“one of the more radical bands from the scene, which 
openly flirt with Nazi occultism”. 

Der Blutharsch is in love with nazi aesthetics. For a 
long time, its logo was the Sig rune, the stylised “S” in 
the SS insignia, but more recently the band has adopted 
the Iron Cross, a German military symbol originating from 
the Prussian war against Napoleon at the beginning of 
the nineteenth century. After 1939, Hitler retained the 
lron Cross as one of the main Nazi military decorations 
and all kinds of Iron Cross-emblazoned nazi kitsch is 
touted for sale on Der Blutharsch’s website. 

The symbol also figures in the video Gold gab ich fur 
Eisen, on which Der Blutharsch’s German guest musician 
Wilhelm Herich is seen screaming “Free Pinochet! 
Freiheit fur Pinochet!” in a gesture of support for the 
decrepit former Chilean dictator. 

In another video clip, a bottle with a swastika label is 
held up for the camera. The same video shows the band 
playing “Lisa Pien”, the Finnish version of the popular 
Second World War song “Lili Marleen”, which it dedicates 
to the European volunteers of the SS. 

Der Blutharsch’s CD covers are awash with references 
to Nazi Germany. A CD titled “The pleasures received in 
pain” features the work of the German Nazi painter 
Ferdinand Staeger, while another CD - Der Sieg des 
Lichtes ist des Lebens Heil — displays a painting by the 
German Nazi artist Werner Peiner. One of Der 
Blutharsch’s songs includes the first four lines of the 
Hitler Youth’s “Marching Song”. 

Der Blutharsch recently released a joint album with the 
Italian fascist band Zetazeroalfa, a part of the New Right 
formation Rock Identity Italy, which aims to present 
fascism with a “nice face”. This is not 
Der Blutharsch’s first joint venture. 
It previously released a collaborative 
album with the Italian New Right band 
Ain Soph, which is fond of quoting the 
fascist mystic Julius Evola. 

Albin Julius does more than sing. 
He also runs the Hau Ruck! music 
label, which has released an album of 
Italian fascist marching songs from the 
time of Benito Mussolini. 

In their letter to the LVC, AFA and 
Fabel van de illegaal wrote: “By giving 
Der Blutharsch a stage, you appear to 
have a policy of closing your eyes to 
the use of Nazi symbolism, with the 
danger of allowing it to become 
normality”. 

The LVC disagreed. Although it 
accepted that Der Blutharsch’s 
website was “provocative”, it still saw 
reason to invite the band on the 
grounds of “artistic freedom”. The LVC 
also cited the supposed approval of 
the Tel Aviv gig, which at that time was 
still on, and laughably claimed there 
would be no right-wing audience, 
because “Der Blutharsch is not 
appreciated by extreme-right groups”. 

AFA and De Fabel van de illegaal 
went to the press and local councillors 
in Leiden. Some councillors reacted 
furiously and demanded that the city 
council should put pressure on the LVC 
to cancel the concert. Henri Lenferink, 
the mayor, asked the police to 


investigate Der Blutharsch but nothing came of it. An ultra- 
right band, it seems, has to do a lot to be banned on legal 
grounds or for threatening public order. AFA and De Fabel 
van de illegaal then leafleted at another gig at LVC a few 
days before the Blutharsch event, calling on those 
attending to protest to LVC’s management. 

Nevertheless the concert went ahead with Der 
Blutharsch performing in black uniform and sporting the 
lron Cross. Among the hundred or so in attendance were 
right-wing extremists such as Jasper Velzel, convicted in 
2002 for the possession and distribution of racist, nazi 
and Holocaust denial music through his mail order outlet 
Berzerker Records (see Searchlight August 2002). 
He was acquitted for possession of swastika badges and 
SS Death’s Heads, because the prosecutor could not 
prove they were meant for distribution. Velzel is an 
activist in the nazi National Movement and drummer in 
the hate rock band Brigade M. 

Another extremist present was Alwin Kerkhof, 
convicted in 2003 for racist remarks. Kerkhof used to be 
active in the fascist Nieuwe Nationale Partij and in 
NieuwRechts. On 4 March this year, he was arrested with 
two prominent members of the Jonge Fortuynisten, the 
youth branch of late Pim Fortuyn’s party, List Pim 
Fortuyn. Masked in balaclavas, the trio had threatened a 
photographer at his home. 

Also at the gig was Jeroen van Valkenburg of the New 
Era Productions music label (see Searchlight July 2004), 
which organised a black metal concert at which the 
French fascist and antisemitic bands Ad Hominem and 
Seigneur Voland performed in a youth centre in Bladel, 
near Eindhoven, on 17 April. 

The author wishes to thank De Fabel van de illegaal. 
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CAF/Résistances in Brussels 


Compulsory voting 
benefits far right, 
survey reveals 


DRASTIC REFORM of the electoral system, including 
the abolition of compulsory voting, would curb the 
growing support for extreme right-wing parties in 
Belgium according to Belgian liberal democrats. 

Bart Somers of the Flemish liberal democrat VLD, a 
former president of the Flemish government, recently 
declared: “the idea that voting should be compulsory is 
utterly archaic and furthers nothing more than negative 
voters and negative voting”. 

Left-wing parties and politicians have always 
fervently defended the present system, but the extreme 
right-wing Vlaams Blok (VB), which recently changed 
its name to Vlaams Belang (Flemish Interest) supports 
change. 

Belgium is one of the very few European states in 
which all citizens must vote. Even so, 8-9 % of voters fail 
to show up on election days for various reasons, 
probably mainly through indifference. 

The first serious survey on the effect of obligatory 
voting on election results was recently commissioned by 
the Flemish newspaper De Morgen (The Morning) — 
which formerly belonged to the Flemish Socialist Party. 

Conducted by the polling organisation GFK, the 
survey found that without compulsory participation in 
elections, one in three Belgians would stay at home. 
There were wide variations between the three regions: 
37% in Flanders, 15% in Brussels and 22% in Wallonia 
would not vote. 

The most spectacular finding was the effect on the 
votes of the individual political parties. In Flanders, 
the VB would lose almost half (48%) its current support. 

The Christian Democrat/nationalist bloc would lose 
20%, the Social Democratic bloc would lose one vote 
in four and the liberal democrat bloc would lose 32%. 
The only winner was the left-wing Green Party which 
would lose barely 2% of its voters. 

The results suggest that if voting had not been 
compulsory in the June 2004 elections, the VB would 
have ended up with 17.7% of the vote in Flanders 
instead of 24.2%. The effect on the three main parties is 
less marked, and the Green vote would increase by 2.5% 
to 10.1% thanks to its faithful electorate, apparently the 
most politically motivated in Flanders. 

Frank Vanhecke, the VB’s president, called the 
survey results “absurd” without offering any detailed 
explanation. The VB’s leader, Filip Dewinter, told 
the press he was not impressed by the results 
and reaffirmed his party’s opposition to the current 
voting system. 


Viaams Blok 
changes name to 
escape racist tag 


THE EXTREME-RIGHT Vlaams Blok (VB) has decided 
to change its name in a frantic effort to clean up its 
image. The move, announced by Filip Dewinter, the 
party leader, follows a ruling by Belgium’s supreme 
court, the Court of Cassation in Brussels, to uphold 
the verdict of a court in Gent in April that the party 
is “racist”. 

The decision in Gent followed a long legal battle in 
which three front associations, which formed the 
VB’s organisational and financial backbone, were 
charged with breaking anti-racist laws by supporting 
an organisation that “engaged in ethnic or racial 
discrimination and spreading racial hatred”. 

The Court of Cassation rejected the 21 legal 
submissions made by the VB’s lawyer in a two-hour 
speech in support of the party’s appeal and stated: 
“Freedom of speech can be limited in a democracy in 
order to protect the rights of others or in order to 
defend national security and public order.” 

The court did not ban the VB or the continued use of 
its name, contrary to some press reports, but has 
forced the party to change almost everything: its 
constitution, its style, its slogans and its organisation. 
The new name will be Vlaams Belang (Flemish 
Interest), so the initials stay the same. 

The VB, long infamous for its crude and populist 
anti-immigrant language and its campaigns for the 
independence of Flanders, is the biggest party in 
the Flemish-speaking region of Belgium after winning 
a quarter of the vote in June’s regional and European 
elections. But the cordon sanitaire operated against 
it by the mainstream parties is still in place to block 
any VB participation in government at local, regional 
or federal level. 

All the other political parties, from left to right, 
have refused to deal with the VB ever since its 
meteoric rise in the early 1990s. Even the 
Francophone’ extreme-right party, the Front 
National, refuses to have anything to do with the VB 
because of its stridently anti-Belgian and anti- 
monarchist views. 

Frank Vanhecke, the VB’s president since 1996, 
declared that he was “outraged” and “shocked” by 
the court’s verdict and asked his followers to remain 
calm. “The court doesn’t take our one million votes 
into account. We don’t live in a democracy any more. 
This is nothing but a banana republic in the middle of 
Europe,” he raged. He also declared that the VB was 
thinking of taking the case to the European Court of 
Human Rights. 

The party has, of course, long prepared itself for 
this negative result. Indeed, it started a highly 
cosmetic “renewal operation” months ago. 

A few hours after the verdict demonstrations in 
support of the decision took place in major cities in 
Flanders. In some places the rallies were linked to 
the annual commemoration of Kristalinacht, the day 
in November 1938 when the Nazis smashed and 
burned Jewish businesses in Germany. No incidents 
were reported. 
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Wake up 
and smell 
the latte 


By Jonathan Mozzochi 
for IREHR & AntiFa-Net 





RALPH REED APPEARED CALM and confident during 
his nationally televised interview on 2 November. It was 
voting day. Early election results were trickling in, and 
the television reporter appeared to wince at Reed’s 
confidence in the outcome. But the veteran Republican 
Party operative just smiled and told his interlocutor that 
exit polls showed his voters were “over performing”. 
Reed was speaking from and about the battleground 
state of Florida. The reporter should have listened 
more closely. Reed was telling him that his Christian 
soldiers were going to deliver Florida to George Bush. 
And they did. And George Bush is in the White House for 
a second term. 

Reed has come a long way since the early 1990s when, 
as the baby-faced waif at the head of Pat Robertson's 
Christian Coalition, he counselled stealth candidates in 
quiet but effective efforts to take over local school 
boards, provided logistical and financial support for 
right-wing citizens’ initiatives and commandeered 
conservative insurgencies within the Republican Party 
apparatus. The insurgencies were aimed at clearly 
isolating and marginalising socially liberal Republicans. 
Early on in this fight the Republican Party big tent 
creaked and groaned under the weight of ideological 
tension. But it has now, apparently, righted itself. While 
Bush's senior adviser Karl Rove (the “Dr Strangelove” of 
another era) is getting all the plaudits for having turned 
out record numbers of Republican voters, what is more 
significant is that his ability to do so was thanks in large 
part to the culmination of a 20-year campaign by Reed’s 
Christian soldiers to win control of the Republican Party. 
Now, instead of representing a liability for the 
Republican Party, Christian conservatives are widely 
regarded as the party’s biggest asset. 

George W. Bush's 51% to 48% win over the Democratic 
candidate John Kerry is being credited to a high 





mobilisation of “values voters”. These white evangelical 
Protestants display a high degree of ideological unity on 
issues such as abortion, gay and lesbian rights, prayer in 
school and pornography. They attend “mega-churches” 
with congregations of 5,000-10,000 fellow worshippers, 
listen to Dr James Dobson talk about “family values” on 
the radio, are “born-again” in the blood of Christ and 
live overwhelmingly in white suburbs and small towns. 
They are no more or less stupid than ordinary 
Americans. They make about the same amount of 
money, on average, as other Americans and are at least 
as well educated. But they go to church. A lot. Pumping 
up this key voting bloc were 11 statewide anti-gay ballot 
initiatives prohibiting marriage between anyone other 
than a man and a woman. These “defence of marriage” 
initiatives passed with substantial majorities: 86% in 
Mississippi, 77% in Georgia and in Ohio, a crucial swing 
state, the tally was 62%. This overwhelming turnout of 
white evangelicals, one could argue, provided the 
margin of victory for Bush. Some analysts regard this as 
a “new” phenomenon. But they are wrong. This had 
been in the works for some time. 

In 1988, 31% of white evangelicals considered 
themselves Democrats while 34% self-identified as 
Republicans. Today, 15 years later, only 22% of 
white evangelicals consider themselves 
Democrats while 43% are now Republicans. 
In 1996, a Pew Center survey argued that, 
“the conservatism of white 
evangelical Protestants is clearly 
the most powerful religious force 
in politics today ... [and] the 
full effect of religion on 
American politics is best 
observed when race is factored 
into the equation”. [emphasis 
added]. That was in 1996, 
when Bill Clinton was 
elected to his second term 
as President. Things are 
markedly worse today. 

For many _ evangelical 
Protestants this election 
represented a _ clash of 
competing civilisations - a 
culture war. Just as Enoch Powell 
delivered his “Rivers of Blood” 
speech in 1968 for a “whiter and 
brighter” England, Pat Buchanan 
shouted out to the rooftops his own 
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American version in 1992. The battleground is where 
racism and religion intersect. Buchanan’s key 
supporters were then, and remain today, ideologically 
defined. Call them Middle American Radicals or “MARs”. 
Central to the MARs’ worldview is the notion that post- 
Civil Rights era white Americans are a dispossessed 
majority forced to contend for political power as a new 
white minority competing with other ethnic and 
religious groups within an increasingly balkanised set of 
American identities. Exploited from above by a 
deracinated, cosmopolitan, urban elite associated with 
the “Blue States” of the Democratic West and East Coasts 
and politicians such as Kerry, they also consider 
themselves squeezed from below by poor people, 
minorities and especially immigrants of colour. 
Anti-immigrant organising is now their central issue. 
This election year the MARs were most noticeable in 
another citizens’ initiative movement that was 
successful in the southwestern state of Arizona. 
Spearheaded by a group calling itself Protect Arizona 
Now, Proposition 200 requires undocumented 
immigrants to provide proof of citizenship 
when seeking public benefits. If the initiative survives 
legal challenges to its constitutionality 
it will compel state workers to report 
undocumented immigrants to federal 
authorities or face imprisonment. 
The initiative passed with 56% of 
the vote despite broad, if some- 
what pedestrian, Republican 
and Democratic opposition. 
The Chicago-based Center 
for New Community 
thoroughly documented the 
deep white supremacist 
connections prevalent among 
the initiative’s financial and 
political backers. The success 
of Proposition 200 is being 
watched by other statewide 
anti-immigrant groups who 
may use that fight as a 
template. An anti-immigrant 
activist from Georgia told the 
press. “we're watching Arizona 
very closely. It’s one of the 
vanguard states.” 
Similar to the notorious anti- 
immigrant California Proposition 187 
of 1994, Proposition 200 opened 


















































fissures within the so-called Republican big tent, pitting 
MARs activists and their occasionally open white 
nationalism against Republican corporate interests 
dependent upon undocumented Latino migrant 
workers. Think how unhappy agri-business and Walmart 
would be without a low-wage, politically weak, highly 
mobile workforce so ideal for corporate profits. 

The MARs have some representation in Congress 
but they are not yet positioned substantially to reduce 
the roughly one million documented and 
undocumented immigrants that make it to the US 
every year. But they can succeed in making the lives of 
those immigrants more miserable than they are 
already. In the US Congress the anti-immigrant US 
Immigration Reform Political Action Committee 
(USIRP) could count 13 wins this election, including 
one Senator, and seven losses among candidates it 
supported. Of the 20 candidates considered 
sufficiently anti-immigration by the USIRP 18 were 
republicans and two democrats, projecting at least 
nominal bipartisan support. Project USA, another 
anti-immigrant Political Action Committee, supported 
seven House of Representatives candidates, losing five 
and winning two. Some of the winners were 
noteworthy, however, for the intensity of their 
affiliation with the MARs worldview. Tom Coburn, 
newly elected as a Republican Senator from the 
southwestern state of Oklahoma was widely quoted as 
saying black males have a “genetic predisposition” for 
a lower life expectancy. He carried 53% of the vote. 

Ironically, Bush’s invasion and occupation of Iraq 
threatens to balkanise the conservative coalition that 
brought him back to power. For activists such as Pat 
Buchanan, a five star general of the MARs army, Bush's 
failures in Iraq amount to nothing less than treason to 
the conservative movement. The depth of the MARs’ 
dismay with Bush’s foreign adventures was highlighted 
when a number of conservatives went so far as to 
endorse Kerry for president. Scott McConnell, 
executive editor of The American Conservative, 
explained: “Bush has behaved like a caricature of what 
a right-wing president is supposed to be ... the 
launching of an invasion against a country that posed 
no threat to the US, the doling out of war profits ... add 
to this his nation-breaking immigration proposal — you 
have a presidency that combines imperialist right and 
open-borders left in a uniquely noxious cocktail.” 

In the larger scheme of things Democrats lost the 
election before it had begun by failing to address 
profound changes long under way within the American 
electorate concerning national identity as it relates to 
race and religion. It remains to be seen whether Bush 
will have to pay the piper for stuffing the square peg of 
Saddam Hussein and Iraq into the round hole that is the 
war on terror. But one thing is for certain. Bush will be 
expected to deliver on issues near and dear to those who 
elected him: a federal constitutional amendment 
defining marriage as a union between a man and a 
woman, a further erosion of America’s constitutional 
separation between church and state, and perhaps even 
the overturning of Roe v Wade, the 1973 US Supreme 
Court decision that legalised abortion. Democrats 
should wake up and smell the latte. They have become a 
voting minority in a winner-take-all electoral system 
they themselves defend. Baby face Reed figured out how 
“wedge” issues work 20 years ago. When will the 
Democrats? 

Thanks for research assistance to Devin Burghart of 
the Center for New Community. 
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Summer of sport sparks 
anti-Albanian violence 


By Anna Stai and Kostas Koutelos for the Anti-Nazi Initiative in Athens 


DEMOCRACY IN GREECE is coming under attack from 
an intensification of violent racism that has started seriously 
to menace the lives of people belonging to national and 
ethnic minorities. 

The latest expressions and escalation of this dangerous 
climate stem mainly from the summer’s two big sporting 
events, the Euro 2004 football championship and the 
Olympic Games — hosted by Greece — which brought 
outbursts of Greek chauvinism to fever pitch. 

When the Greek football team won Euro 2004 on 4 July, 
members of the nazi organisation Chrysi Avgi (Golden 
Dawn) flocked into the centre of Athens to celebrate the 
victory alongside thousands of other people. 

But the nature of the nazis’ celebration soon became all 
too evident as they chanted “Albanian immigrant whatever 
you do, you will never become Greek” and attacked and 
beat up immigrants who, side by side with Greeks, were 
cheering the unexpected success of the Greek national 
side. The police did not intervene. 

A radio reporter later asked a local police chief why the 
police did not attack the nazis but allowed them to chase 
the immigrants away. The officer replied: “What business 
did the foreigners have to be at a Greek feast?” 

The chauvinistic atmosphere reached boiling point during 
the Olympic Games when Greek spectators systematically 
booed rival athletes, allegedly with the cooperation of the 
Games’ Greek organisers. 

Soon after the revelation that the Greek athletes Kostas 
Kenteris and Katerina Thanou had violated anti-doping 
regulations, Greek fans abused American competitors in 
the Olympic stadium with chants of “Kenteris” and “Hellas” 
(Greece). 

On top of this they wildly applauded the Greek gold 
medallist Fani Chalkia, who declared, after her victory in the 
400 metres final: “The Greeks are born to be first ...We’ve 
been proving this for thousands of years to the whole 
world.” Reports by the Athens News Agency proposed that 
her full statement be taught in schools. Chalkia, together 
with the other Greek Olympic medallists, was later rewarded 
by the President of the Republic and by Archbishop 
Christodoulos of the state church. : 

But it was a 2-1 defeat for Greece by the Albanian 
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football team on 4 September that finally ignited 
unprecedented ethnic violence. As soon as the game 
ended, dozens of Albanians went to Omonoia Square 
(Square of Accord), the main square in Athens, to celebrate 
the victory and wave their national flags. There they were 
confronted by about 200 people, most of whom were thugs 
from Golden Dawn who, after challenging the Albanians, 
attacked them with clubs and injured some of them. 

Immediately after this, the police, who were already 
present, went into action, battering the Albanians with clubs 
and spraying gas to remove them from the square, which 
was left in the hands of the nazi-led mob. 

These incidents flashed across television screens 
nationwide and sparked off anti-Albanian violence all over 
Greece, leaving over 300 people injured, 20 of whom were 
stabbed with screwdrivers, according to the Albanian 
Immigrants’ Forum. 

In Zakynthos, Gramos Palushi, a 20-year-old Albanian, 
died after being stabbed in the throat while four others were 
injured. In Volos, the offices of the Albanian “Illyria” society 
were attacked, ransacked and destroyed. In Paros, the 
police intervened in the clashes by arresting two Albanians 
and inflicting violence on them. They were only released 
after pressure by an Albanian immigrants’ organisation. 

In Rhodes groups of young Greeks tore through the 
streets and terrorised Albanians after the end of the match, 
while in Rethymno organised fascist groups terrorised 
immigrants. These incidents were mirrored in loannina, 
where 400 nazis ran amok hunting immigrants. 

The most widespread violence, however, took place 
in Greece’s major cities, Thessalonica and Athens, 
where there were mass assaults with knives and iron bars. 
Many of the victims of these attacks, some of which were 
spontaneous and others organised, were simply standing 
outside their houses or passing by. 

Police tolerance and in many cases complicity in the 
racist attacks was evident. In Athens’s central Akademias 
Avenue, Golden Dawn nazis mercilessly beat up a small 
group of Albanians carrying their national flag. According to 
some eyewitnesses, the Nazis first hit them with clubs and 
then smashed their car. 

The number of Albanians hospitalised in Athens alone 








reached 70, of whom 20 were in a critical condition. 
To date, apart from Palushi’s killer, nobody who took part in 
attacking the Albanians has been arrested, even though the 
victims were left bleeding in the streets and there was one 
attempt to choke an Albanian with his national flag. 
However six Albanians were arrested in Athens and variously 
charged with causing damage and resisting arrest. 

The abysmal failure of the police to stamp out the 
racist onslaught against Albanians and immigrants points 
to the responsibility of the government itself. 
Characteristically the government’s spokesman covered up 
for Panagiotis Psomiadis, the prefect of Thessaloniki, when 
he called the Albanian immigrants “miasma” and 
demanded that they apologise for the incidents in which 
they had been the victims. 

The government’s position as expressed by its 
spokesman is that all politicians, especially someone with 
as much popularity as Psomiadis, are free to say whatever 
they want. Thus the prefect remains in office and is still one 
of Greece’s most popular politicians. 

The judiciary is also tainted by the disgraceful events of 
4 and 5 September because of its failure to launch any 
proper investigation even though television cameras 
recorded many scenes of anti-Albanian violence. 

Finally, the parliamentary parties and the trade unions 
have also not covered themselves in glory, limiting their 
condemnation of the violence to laconic press releases and 
failing to call for democratic to protests against racist 
violence. None of their press releases bothered to make the 
fundamental demand for a constitutional ban on nazi 
organisations and their propaganda. 

The only mobilisations against the violence came from 
those who openly or indirectly support the so-called 
“17 November” terrorist organisation, who are generally 
isolated from the broader public. The organisers of 
these protests kept the television cameras away and 
the demonstrators shouted: “Cops-TV-Chrysi Avgi, all the 
bastards work together”. As a result, television coverage 
was limited as was any appeal to the public. 

Worse still, the protest in Athens ended with the 
hurling of Molotov cocktails and street fighting between 
the anarchists, who comprised almost the half of the 
protesters, and the police. Few Albanians took part in this 


march, which only worsened the image of Albanians in 
public opinion. 

The most alarming aspect has been the toleration or even 
support for the anti-Albanian violence from a significant part 
of the Greek people. This section of the population seems 
to feel threatened every time a migrant is proven to be 
better than a Greek in any activity. 

This is amply demonstrated by what is happening in 
Greek schools. Twice a year school pupils march through 
the streets to honour national anniversaries. The pupil with 
the highest marks leads the parade for each school and 
carries the Greek flag, as provided by law. In some schools 
in the past few years, Albanians — the sons and daughters 
of immigrants — have had the top marks. 

In many cases Greek parents and schoolchildren will not 
allow Albanians to carry the flag. When the Albanians insist, 
Greek pupils take over the schools and refuse to attend 
lessons unless the flag is taken away from the “foreigners”. 

Generally, it is the parents that stir up these nationalistic 
mobilisations. In the village of Elaionas in lleia, parents 
demanded and obtained the withdrawal of an 11-year-old 
Ukrainian flag bearer. In other cases, foreigners are 
compelled to affirm their Greek national consciousness 
before they are treated equally. 

As one would expect in this atmosphere, nazis and other 
right-wing extremists appeared on the scene at school 
parades on 28 October. In Nea Smyrni, a suburb of Athens, 
around 20 Golden Dawn members gathered at the venue of 
the parade. Holding banners and Greek flags, they bawled, 
“Oust all the Albanians now”. 

The local head of the Orthodox Church addressed them, 
begging them to let the parade go on peacefully, but they 
only dispersed after staging their own march — escorted by 
the police — behind the official parade and shouting, 
“Foreigners out of Greece”. No arrests were made. 

In Syntagma Square in front of the Greek parliament in 
the centre of Athens, where another school parade was to 
take place, about 20 members of the fascist Ethniko 
Metopo (National Front) turned up to try to prevent the 
parade and chanted “Our flag belongs to the Greeks”. 

No arrests were made there either, a manifestation of 
a situation that is worsening by the day for foreigners 
and immigrants. 
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ANTI-FASCISTS ARE BEGINNING to resist the growing racist 
and nazi violence in Russia. The latest bout of violence was 
triggered when a young Vietnamese student, Vy An Tuan, 
was brutally murdered in the centre of St Petersburg on 
14 October. The killing followed a series of racist attacks 
and murders that shocked St Petersburg in during the 
winter and spring of 2004 and the cowardly assassination 
of the prominent anti-fascist Nikolai Girenko. 

Foreign students staged a big silent protest march the 
next day carrying placards asking, “Why doesn’t the state 
protect us? We just want to study, why do you kill us?” 
Foreign students in some other towns supported the protest 
with solidarity actions. 

Since then, almost every day has brought more violence. 
On 18 October, a synagogue in Penza was attacked twice, 
first by a small group and later by 40 armed nazi skinheads. 
On the same day, a Congolese student was the victim of a 
racist beating in St Petersburg. 

In Moscow an Egyptian was hospitalised on 20 October 
and a few days later two men from the south Caucasus 
were stabbed. On 27 October a Tadjik man was found dead 
with racist and nazi slogans scrawled on a piece of paper 
left in his pocket. And in St Petersburg a student from the 
Ivory Coast was severely beaten on 31 October and on 2 
November a Zimbabwean and a Sudanese were assaulted. 

In this hothouse racist atmosphere, even a star Moscow 
Spartak footballer of Cameroon origin was attacked by 
hate-filled yobs while out walking with his girlfriend. 

According to eyewitnesses, all these attacks were carried 
out by young men, or sometimes women, dressed in black, 
with shaven heads or very short hair and usually armed with 
knives and metal bars. 

Faced with this epidemic of street thuggery, President 
Vladimir Putin made a statement on 19 October in which he 
said that no forms of xenophobia or intolerance could be 
tolerated and called for an immediate response, not only 
from the state “but also from society”. But then he made 
the kind of ambiguous observation that Russian nationalists 
love: “This [violence] is a signal of pain. That means 
something is going wrong, we have made some mistakes in 
our work.” 

The media have also started to pay attention to these 
problems. News agencies now report racist attacks almost 
immediately, unlike little more than a year ago. The media 
also generally cover trials of attackers when they take place. 

However, racist motives are still deliberately buried in the 
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Protests mount against racist violence 


From Mina Sodman for Antifasistskiy Motiv and Antifa-Net in St Petersburg 


majority of cases, for example when two skinheads, 
Evgeny Zikiy and Ekaterina Ostroukh, were convicted on 
1 November in Krasnodar for an attack on African students 
in March. Found guilty of “hooliganism”, they were given 
suspended jail sentences of four years. 

The trial of the hardcore nazi Schultz 88 group in 
St Petersburg has attracted interest. The nazis have 
organised actions in solidarity with their arrested comrades, 
while the court has continued to postpone its decision. 

Especially shocking is the way that Valentina Matvienko, 
the governor of St Petersburg, persists in refusing to 
acknowledge the racist character of recent attacks on 
foreign students and the political background to the Girenko 
murder. “It is just simple banditry”, she declared again 
in November. 

Anti-fascists in St Petersburg and elsewhere disagree. 
On 31 October, 500 people demonstrated in St Petersburg 
to say “No to growing racist aggression!”. The marchers 
carried portraits of the three murder victims, Vy An Tuan, 
the Tadjik girl Khursheda Sultanova and Girenko, and 
slogans such as “White against Black: only on the chess- 
board”, and “Putin! Stop ‘covering up’ fascists”. 

Shared opposition to racist violence brought together a 
broad mixture of anti-fascists from the magazines 
Antifasistskiy Motiv and Barrier, ultra-liberal and extreme- 
left groups, old and young people, foreign students 
(mainly from Asia but also some Africans) and Second 
World War veterans. 

Prominent St Petersburgers made speeches at the end of 
the march and Yuri Rybakov, a local politician, declared his 
intention to create an anti-nazi committee. Although 500 
people is not many for a huge city like St Petersburg, this 
was the biggest anti-fascist action there for some years. 

Several anti-fascist events were staged across Russia on 
9 November in commemoration of the Nazi Kristallnacht 
pogrom of 1938. They included an exhibition of anti-fascist 
posters in Voronezh, titled “Never again!”, a blitz against 
nazi graffiti and the screening of some anti-fascist films. 
In Vladimir, an anti-fascist film festival was organised and 
local schools organised lessons on anti-fascist themes. 

In Petrozavodsk, however, 30 anti-fascists were arrested 
after handing out leaflets. Although they were later 
released, the arrests showed that the Russian authorities 
are apparently still incapable of understanding the problems 
they face and are ignorant of the country’s own history of 
fighting fascism. 


Skinhead problem spreads 


From Mara Vladimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


SKINHEAD VIOLENCE is escalating rapidly in Russia 
and is now spreading from the big cities to distant 
regions. 

Two or three years ago, boneheads were seen only in 
Moscow, St Petersburg and a few other cities of more 
than a million people. Now they are found even in small 
villages far away from the cities. 

In these places, young people do not have the cash to 
buy Dr Martens boots and other items of skinhead garb, 
nor the fashionable shops in which to buy them. So they 
simply wear tennis shoes and sports clothes. 

Sociologists have attributed the upsurge of the 
skinhead phenomenon to the aggressive government 
propaganda campaign that accompanied parliamentary 
discussion of new anti-extremist laws two years ago. 

It was only in 2002 that officialdom really started to 
talk about skinheads even though they have existed in 
Russia, and have been violently evident, since the mid- 
1990s. In 2002, state television channels broadcast items 
about skinheads almost every day, explaining who they 
are, what they want and what they look like. It was 
almost free publicity. 

Some political scientists believe that this media 
campaign was a ploy by President Vladimir Putin to 
frighten parliament into voting for the anti-extremist 
laws — laws that have yet to be used against any 
nationalist or fascist organisation. 

Skinheads are currently on trial in several Russian 
cities, most notably in Novosibirsk and Volgograd. 
In Novosibirsk, nine young people are accused of ethnic 
discrimination and violent activity at student hostels 
and street markets in which two people, citizens of 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, were murdered. Twelve 
skinheads from the Volgograd area are being prosecuted 
for killing three people. 

According to Russian Interior Ministry experts, the 
number of skinheads could grow from the present 
55,000 to 80,000 in the near future. 
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Extremist crime 


Police recorded 157 criminal cases with 
“national-extremist” motives in 2003. 

Between January and September 2004, 
there were 94 cases with “national-extremist” 
motives, 17 people charged and 457 leaders 
or members of skinhead groups under police 
scrutiny. 

So far this year 2,500 people have been 
arrested on suspicion of involvement in 
extremist activities and 12 nationalist papers 
have been closed down, only to reappear 
under new titles. 
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Asylum seekers in 
hunger strike protest 


From Tor Bach for Monitor and Antifa-Net in Oslo 


The Norwegian government is using starvation as a tool 
to force asylum seekers who cannot be repatriated to 
leave Norway. Several hundred asylum seekers, mainly 
from the Horn of Africa, are being denied food in refugee 
centres across Norway and refugees have been seen 
searching rubbish bins for food. 

This inhumane policy has already caused one death, 
a Pakistani in eastern Norway who took his own life. 
After looking for food in rubbish skips, the young man 
apparently decided he could not stand any more 
humiliation and drowned himself. 

Refugees are also being evicted from refugee centres. 
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According to Norway’s Integration Minister, Erna Solberg, 
refugees from Ethiopia, Eritrea and Somalia can now 
safely return home. Solberg’s claims have been strongly 
criticised by human rights organisations. Norwegian 
bishops have issued a statement saying that they are 
“disturbed” by the country’s current asylum and refugee 
policy, especially the plight of the so-called unreturnable 
asylum seekers. 

But Solberg insists that refugees can choose a 
dignified return to their home country and claims the 
government has no responsibility for them other than to 
provide an air ticket. 








Some of the asylum seekers on hunger strike 
Pictures by Tor Bach/ Monitor 





Other politicians have reacted sharply to Solberg’s 
policy, pointing out that people will freeze to death 
during winter if denied food and shelter. Trondheim city 
council decided to defy official policy and grant the 
asylum seekers food and housing. In a viscerally racist 
response to this move, Solberg stated that the council is 
free to do so, “if it wants Trondheim to become the 
biggest city in Somalia”. 

Other towns are following Trondheim’s lead and 
protests have been loud even in Oslo, where the anti- 
immigrant Progress Party is in charge of welfare and 
social services. The Progress Party politician Margaret 
Ecbo has instructed Oslo’s social welfare offices to 
provide food and housing. 

In late October, 13 Ethiopian asylum seekers started 
a hunger strike in Oslo cathedral as a_ protest. 
The headlines caused huge embarrassment to the 
government. 

The hunger strike also attracted broad support from 
the church, anti-racist groups and human rights 
organisations. After three days without food and water, 
the hunger strikers ended their protest, following a 
series of meetings with parliamentary party leaders. 

Later several hundred people gathered outside the 
cathedral to greet the hunger strikers and to hear 
speeches by Rune Berglund Steen from the Norwegian 
Organisation for Asylum Seekers and_ church 
representatives. 

Meanwhile, Tore Tvedt, the deranged leader of the 
bizarre nazi sect Vigrid, has managed to avoid serving his 
30-day prison sentence for making racist statements. 
It had been delayed so long that a court has now ruled 
that the sentence should be suspended. 

Thanks to this Tvedt, who lives in a state of paranoia 
about Jewish and anti-fascist plots against him, can 
continue to conduct his duties as a prophet of the 
ancient Norse god Odin. 

Tvedt weirdly claims that Odin “revealed himself” to 
him while he was in bed and chose him as his prophet. 
Tvedt takes his duties very seriously and boasts on his 
website that he recently conducted his two hundredth 
baptism ceremony. These peculiar ceremonies include 
swords, masks and other strange paraphernalia. 

While some youngsters have been brainwashed by 
Tvedt’s pseudo-religious ravings and antics, others have 
reportedly left his ceremonies laughing their guts out at 
the sword-wielding old prophet. 
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Mussolini 


the nice guy 


Alfio Bernabei 


He liked a particular type of perfumed soap. He enjoyed 
playing tennis. He had to cope with a jealous wife and 
difficult children, which wasn’t easy. The television 
programme Mussolini privato, Mussolini the private 
man, did not go much further than that. It was aired in 
October to million of viewers on the main channel of 
RAI, the Italian television network, now very much 
under the control of Silvio Berlusconi, Prime Minister 
and avowed admirer of Il Duce. 

In the course of nearly two hours, the man who 
created fascism with the help of violent thugs 
who terrorised the population and inspired Adolf 
Hitler’s Nazi project, was lovingly described as an 
excellent father and a family hero by studio guests, who 
included Romano, son of the dictator, and Alessandra, 
his granddaughter, now a fascist MEP, in association 
with the former terrorist Roberto Fiore. 

The Mussolini family was practically given the prime 
evening slot to pour praise on the man who made the 
“mistake” of introducing racial laws and was brutally 
killed by “bad partisans” at the end of the war. At the close 
of the live broadcast Romano Mussolini was asked to play 
the piano to provide an emotional soap opera finish. 

Five hundred miles away, in a hotel in Krakow, a group 
of Italians could barely contain their anger. They had 
watched the broadcast on satellite television and could 
see it for what it was: yet another example of the 
historical revisionism that has become one of the 
trademarks of the Berlusconi government in an attempt 
to whitewash fascism. The group had arrived in 
Krakow two days earlier from Rome to accompany 
200 schoolchildren from all over Italy on a visit to 
the Auschwitz extermination camp. During the day the 
schoolchildren had listened to the stories of Shlomo 
Venezia and sisters Andra and Tatiana Bucci who 
survived Auschwitz and had shown them the camp. 

Venezia was deported to Auschwitz from Italy in April 
1944 and saw members of his family die there. 
“It’s shameful the way they are trying to rehabilitate 
Mussolini”, he said. “What meaning can a programme 
possibly have on Mussolini the private man, showing 
him as a good family father and so sweet with his 
children. How can I possibly listen to Alessandra 
Mussolini telling million of viewers how she missed 
growing up without being next to her grandfather?” 

The Bucci sisters were four and six years old when 
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they arrived in the camp from Italy. They were equally 
furious at such a blatant attempt to rehabilitate 
Mussolini on state television. In the camp they lost their 
mother, their aunt and a young cousin who was killed 
with 20 other children, all deported from Italy by the 
nazi-fascists. “Now they are telling us on television that 
at the very most the Jewish children in Italy, under such 
a good man like Mussolini, suffered the humiliation of 
being expelled from school, that’s all”, said Andra Bucci. 
“And look at Romano Mussolini: when asked about the 
racial laws [introduced in Italy in 1938] he simply gets 
away by commenting that the Mussolini family dentist 
was Jewish. What’s going on?” 

The whole of Italy is awash with this kind 
of revisionism to clean up the image of Il Duce. 
Neo-fascists are all over the place and eager to be heard. 
At Livorno football stadium in October the visiting team, 
A.S. Roma, roared their fascist credentials with a 
deafening chant of “Duce! Duce! Duce!” Many fear the 
worst is yet to come. The white paper that will put 
Mussolini’s nazi-fascists who fought alongside Hitler’s 
troops after the 1943 armistice on the same level as the 
anti-fascists who fought against them has finally been 
drawn up and will be presented to Parliament for 
approval. Titled disegno di legge 2244, it has been 
spearheaded by Gianfranco Fini, leader of the neo- 
fascist National Alliance, which is part of the 
government coalition. The new law demands that the 
Italian SS should be treated with the respect due to all 
“belligerent soldiers and on an equal level to all the 
soldiers who served in the various armies of the 
countries which were at war during the Second World 
War”. This means that the Italian SS will be the same as 
the thousands and thousands of British soldiers who 
fought against the nazi-fascists. 

Fini, who was recently appointed Foreign Minister, 
never misses an opportunity to praise the fascists. 
Commenting recently on the imperialist wars in Africa 
he absolved Italy of any wrongdoing and stated that, all 
considered, “the countries that should be ashamed at 
the way they behaved in Africa are ‘others’”. He glossed 
over the fact that Italy’s imperialist adventures under 
Mussolini culminated with the butchering of the 
Ethiopian people and the widespread use of mustard 
gas on the population. 

Most of the Italian media are either ignoring or 
taking a cavalier attitude to these developments. 
Some historians on the other hand are warning that in 
order to combat the advance of neo-fascism it may be 
necessary to set up an anti-fascist civilian coalition 
modelled on the one that operated during the Second 
World War to fight against the nazi-fascists. 

Recent events however show that among students at 
least the anti-fascist movement is alive and ready to take 
action. This may be a response to the fact that both the 
National Alliance and Alternativa Sociale, the party led 
by Alessandra Mussolini, are aggressively trying to 
penetrate high schools and universities with their fascist 
propaganda. The National Alliance reaches schools and 
universities through Azione Studentesca, which tries to 
recruit student activists. Alternativa Sociale and Fiore’s 
Forza Nuova introduce fascist propaganda to schools 
and universities through magazines and a website called 
forzanuova studenti. 

An indication that anti-fascist students are sufficiently 
organised to resist came in October when a meeting at 
Rome University La Sapienza, which was to be attended 
by Fini, was cancelled by the police to prevent clashes 
among demonstrators on both sides. 
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.pomb’ throw =. GM The crisis facing the leadership 
at anti-Nazi = of the National Front, including 
womat'§ nor the seemingly inevitable legal 
& dewish home tirebomkey victory of Martin Webster in his 
campaign to regain control of 
the Front, has been 
dramatically aggravated by 
police charges brought against 
Joe Pearce and lan Anderson {A ONERRERS 
alleging conspiracy under the hart en 08 06200) IM pit ta at fp 204 Ho 350 (2.50 
NATIONAL FRONT IMPLICATED IN Race Relations Act. ; 3 
EAS? ANGLIA FIRE-BOMB These are by far the most INTERNATIONAL 
serious charges that Front 4 
leaders have yet had to face arising from the publication of racist literature, 
and follow police raids on their homes earlier this year. Police were known to 
be particularly keen to establish exactly who was behind the production of the 
Young NF paper Bulldog (published for some time with no editors name after 
Pearce was convicted under the Race Relations Act two years ago). 
Bulldog has been in a league of its own for sheer racial abuse and hatred, 
and in inciting racial violence. 
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The British National Party has 
announced that Michael 
Newland is to contest the 
Dudley West parliamentary by- 


election. The announcement, apr er ‘ = Src Roper: ure @ 
which came a few days after anne 7 


the National Front announced 
its candidature, has caused a 
rift with the BNP's local 
members led by Keith Axon. 

They complained it was 
unfair of Tyndall to foist an 
outsider on them when a 
number of local members 
were up to the job. It would be laughable to think that Axon considered 
himself among them. 

The BNP October/November members’ bulletin states that the party is 
contesting this seat as it wants to move away from contesting only working 
class areas. Dudley West is one of the Midlands seats that the 
Conservatives have retained for a long time, with a large white middle class 
and skilled working class population. The BNP clearly sees the electorate as 
being vulnerable to anti-immigration and law and order campaigns. 
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